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T {tS an axiom of the business world that one gets 
in returns in proportion to what one gives in 
service. The manufacturer who gives in educational 


and informational service concerning his product 
through good. advertising channels is certain to 
realize generous returns. 





Press On 
By Laura S. F. Woodruff 
ORGETTING 


The sin that besetteth, : 00 TE iy 


The wrong that is not quite’ forgiven, 
The pain of the lost good intention ; 


H Remember 


‘The mercies of Heaven. 


Forgetting 
The failures behind us ; 
Remember 
The promise, instead— 
The Author perfecteth faith’s chapter. 
Press on 
To the glory ahead! 
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Emmanuel’s Land Shaken 


God has shaken his own land. Emmanuel’s land 
is not Heaven, as some hymns make it, but the earthly 
land given to Abraham and God’s Chosen People, from 
which the Son of God, Emmanuel, shall some day 
reign ‘over the whole earth. And God has just shaken 
that land by a devastating, death-dealing earthquake. 
It has been a strange experience to read in the daily 
newspapers such headlines as, “Many Killed by Earth- 
quake in Palestine.” There used to be earthquakes 
there in Bible times; there will be earthquakes there 
in increasing intensity at the very end of this age; 
and now apparently we are beginning to get these. 
There are earthquakes in many parts of the world 
nowadays where they have seldom if ever been known 
before. But this Holy [and earthquake has had some 
extraordinary features, according to the newspaper re- 
ports. Apparently not a house in Jerusalem or He- 

ron was without some damage. A minaret fell while 
a sheik was reciting prayers, killing’ him. The dam- 
age in Jerusalem alone is estimated at half a million 
dollars. A house at Amman “seemed suddenly riven 
from top to bottom as by an ax.” The quake covered 
a wide area, affecting Safed and Tiberias on the Sea 
of Galilee, and reaching down into Egypt, causing 
cracks in the temple at Karnak. One despatch says 
that Transjordania suffered the heaviest casualties, — 
and that is the country of Moab and Ammon, the peo- 
ples concerning whom God uttered prophecies of de- 
vastating judgments, “because they had reproached and 
magnified themselves against the people of the Lord 
of hosts. The Lord will be terrible unto them” (Zeph, 
2:10, 11). Another despatch says that the Arab cem- 
eteries are full.of mourners, — another people whose 
enmity toward the Jews has been historic. Again, 
Nablus, which is the Biblical city of Ghechem, the 


home of the Samaritans, is said to present a terrible 
picture of destruction. “With the exception of two 
streets the entire city is in ruins,. Rescue parties are . 
extricating bodies from the ruins. Many of the in- 
jured are dying.” There have been less than two hun- 
dred Samaritans living, in recent years, and one can- 
not but wonder how many of these have now been 
taken away. But the greatest wonder is in the news- 
paper statement: “The fact that no casualties have 
been reported among the Jewish population is consid- 
ered by the Orthodox Jews as a miracle. The rabbis 
of Jerusalem have issued a proclamation calling upon 
their people to assemble inthe synagogues to offer 
thanksgiving for their deliverance and to pray that 
the disaster will not reoccur.” Should not all Chris- 
tians everywhere pray that God may use this earth- 
quake disaster in his own land, and this miraculous 
saving of his own people just now, to. turn their eyes 
in faith toward Emmanuel in whose land they dwell? 
Earthquakes will recur in Palestine and throughout 
the world; but those whose lives are hid with Christ 
in God have nothing to fear from them. 


x 
The Trouble With “Try” 


“Try” is a word that-has little place in the vocab- 
ulary of God. What place does it have in the vocabu- 
lary of our Christian life? It is related of Hudson 
Taylor that he heard Christians use the word “try” so 
frequently, and linking it usually with the expectation 
of failure, that he decided to find out how many 
things. God told his ple to try to do. He went 
from Genesis to Revelation, and, while he noted hun- 
«dréds ‘of humanly-—impossible things .God,.commanded 
his people to do, he could find not ong that God told 
them to try to do. In a Bible and Christian life con- 
ference in California one of the speakers repeated a 
little exhortation that “Daddy” Hall used to give to 
his “down-and-out” congregation in the famous Gali- 
lee Mission in Philadelphia. “The trouble with you 
fellows is you are trying to give up your drinking 
and smoking and cussing. Now t-r-y uses up only three 
fingers and leaves two fingers for the Devil to get 
hold of. Use up all the fingers this way: t-r-u-s-t.” 
An evangelist returning from a very successful cam- 
paign of soul winning, but hungry for victory in his 


own life, heard this illustration. He went to a friend 
and said: “That is what I need. And I’ve tried to 
do that. But somehow -the Devil must be using the 
fingers of my other hand. What-am I going. to do 
with them?” “Do this,” his friend answered, spelling 
on his fingers: “y-i-e-l-d, and then, t-r-u-s-t.” “So,” 
said the evangelist in the Say-So meeting at the 
conference, “I’ve yielded and I’m trusting, and Christ 
has made everything different. The unyielded life may 
try to be good. But the trying one fails. The yielded 
life trusts. The trusting one does not fail, because 
the trusted One cannot fail.” 


a 
When We Know God’s Will 


Knowing the truth is not doing the truth. There 
is the danger of substituting a clear discernment of 
God’s will for the doing of that will. One may know 
that humility is the characteristic of God’s children 
and may discern pride in others, — and not be humble. 
One may sense and condemn every mark of selfishness 
in other Christians, —and not be filled with unselfish 
love. “If ye know these things,” our Lord said, 
“blessed are ye...” Had he stopped there the sen- 
tence would have been complete. . But another “if” 
must come before the possession of. the blessing: 
“Blessed are ye tf ye do them.” James, who cut so 
keenly through the mask of the “faith” that says but 
does not, pressed home this same truth when he con- 
trasted the hearer that forgetteth with the doer that 
worketh, — “this man shall be blessed in his doing.” 
The story is told of a famous devotional writer that 
he and his family were on a steamer about to sail, and 
his wife was distracted with a number of details that 
needed attention.. Her husband was.finally located in 
his stateroom, where he was finishing a chapter on the 
importance of faithfulness in the little commonplaces 
of life. Whether the story is accurate or not, both 
writers and readers of devotional books have need of 
watching the relation between knowing and doing. 
The remedy is not a determination to do, for that 
would put us back under law and works. The way 
out is through confession and surrender, and entering 
into that walk of faith that worketh through love. 
Love-doings are the outgoings and the evidence of real 
faith,—the faith that works. 


, 
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Ethnological Evidence of the Deluge 


RADITIONAL memories of the Flood are 

nearly universal. Dr. Riem ot the Institute for 

Astronomical Calculation, Berlin, who has studied 
the subject for twenty years and.in a recent book 4 
has published Flood legends from more than three 
hundred sources tells us that his collection is far from 
complete. In spite of much legendary obscuration, 
the main features of the Biblical narrative appear 
again and again. — 

In fifty-three cases, the cause of the Flood is said 
to have been man’s wickedness: in twenty-two, the 
anger of God. The ark appears seventy-two times 
as boat or ship. Twenty-three times men are warned 
to get ready for the coming disaster. Forty-two times 
a mountain is mentioned on which the ark landed. In 
ten cases the sending out ef the birds from the ark 
is spoken of; in twenty-one, the rainbow appears, 
usually as a symbol of reconciliation. In thirty-one 
instances the Flood story is associated with the cre- 
ation story. 


It will not do fo say that these legends afe indistinct. 


survivals of missionary teaching. They are too wide- 
arent and they antedate the missionary enterprise. 

hus, an Indian chief said to one of the first Span- 
iards landing in Cuba: “Why should we fight? Are 
we not brothers? Do not you, as I, spring from the 
man who built the great ship and rescued our’ race?” 
And then after telling the story he described how the 
survivor of the Flood cursed one of his sons who was 
saucy, and blessed the other. Most of the Amazon 





“Professor Johannes Riem, Die Sindflut in Saga und 
Wissenschaft (The Deluge in Legend and Science). 
Agentur des Rauhen Haus, Hamburg, 1926. 


Indians have Flood sagas. Hans Staden, in 1550, lived 
as a prisoner among the Tupinambu on the Brazilian 
coast for ten months. “They told me of a great Flood 
which drowned all their ancestors, though some escaped 
in a ship; which I suppose must have been the Deluge.” 
If these are memories of missionary tutoring, how 
is it that no recollection of Christ and the crucifixion 
and the resurrection has survived among these widely 
scattered nature-peoples? Only the earliest narratives 
of Genesis are recalled in their traditions. , 
The Gilgamesh Epos is familiar to all. In Hindu 
literature the Mahabarata represents the Flood as a 
reconciling cleansing of the earth. Manu goes with 
seven risiis, or holy men, into a ship, taking all seeds 
and plants vith him, The ship lands on the highest 
mountain of the Himawen. One of the Puranas adds 
that pairs of animals were also brought into the ark; 
the Bagavat Gita that when the Flood subsided eight 
persons stepped out of the ship and prayed to Vishnu. 
The Chinese classics speak of “the great water.” 
Ancient Egypt and Greece have their traditions, In 
memory of the Deucalion flood a festival was held in 
Athens yearly. Berossus even affirmed that remains 
of the ark were to be seen in his day on a mountain in 
Armenia, which story Josephus repeated with ref- ~ 
erences to Mnastus, Nicolaus of Damascus, and an 
Egyptian writer on antiquities named Hieronymus. 
The Mios and Nosis of West China have Flood 
sagas, the Nashis preserving written accounts in their 
secret books. The Kols of India teltof a great Flood 
which a single pair survived. To end it, God created 
a serpent which blew its soul up to heaven and be- 
came the rainbow, stopping further downpour. Karens 
of Burma, Charigrai of Kambodia, Dyaks of Borneo, 
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Bataks of Sumatra, the Toradja of the Celibes, Pa- 
puans (who declare that eight persons survived), 
black Australians,—all these retain legends. Poly- 
nesia is especially rich in Flood myths. The Fiji 
Islanders in the early days always had two great 
canoes ready in case the flood should recur. 

Turning to the North, we find similar memories 
among the Lapps, the Wotjaks and Wogulen of 
Siberia, the Kamchatka peoples, the Eskimos. The 
Ostjak Noah when building his ark was much from 
home. His wife, in order to learn the cause of his 
absence, plied him with wine and beer (as Noah’s 
daughters later did), and learned that the ship which 
had been building thirty years was now ready. British 
Columbia Indians connect Babel with the Flood, de- 
claring that before the Deluge there was but one 
speech, afterward many. Guinea Negroes and the 

ereros of Southwest Africa retain Flood traditions. 
That of the Masai of Central Africa is remarkably 
accurate, It runs thus: 

Tumbainot was a pious man and lover of God. God 
determined to destroy humanity because of the murder 
of Nambija. He told Tumbainot to build an ark of 
wood, and with his two wives and six sons and wives 
to enter it, bringing with them animals of every kind, 
He stored there a great mass of food. Then God sent 
the rain until all outside the ark perished. Tumbainot 
waited anxiously for the ceasing of the rain, for food 
was getting scarce. Finally it stopped, and Tum- 
bainot sent out a dove, which returned at evening 
very tired. Some days later he sent out a vulture, the ap- 
pearance of which, on returning, showed that it had 
been eating carrion. Hence he knew that the water 
had subsided. He went out with the animals and saw 
four rainbows, which he interpreted as indicating that 
the wrath of God was assuaged. 

It is curious that the Chippewas of our Northwest 
should put to their story the same mythical embroidery 
as the Masai of Central Africa. The raven, they 
say, did not return. It fed on dead bodies. But the 
dove came back with a shoot from a fir tree. The 
vulture, which, according to Michoacan (Mexican) 
tradition, was sent out, also stayed to gorge on the 
dead, but the humming bird returned with a green twig. 

The Crees insist that the red pipe-clay of Minnesota 
represents the remains of those perishing in the Deluge. 
Among the Shawnees the creation story blends with 
the Flood story: “The survivor made men out of clay 
and blew the breath of life into their nostrils.” The 
Salinas say that a heavy stone was fastened to a 
kingfisher, which dived through the Flood and brought 
up earth. Of this man was made, and from his rib, 
woman. So the Mikushi of Guayana (South America) 
tell of the great Makunaima’s creating man after 
finishing the earth’s creation. When his handiwork 
awoke from deep sleep he found a woman standing by 
his side. The evil spirit Epel got control of the 
earth, and Makunaima sent.a great Flood, from which 
one man alone escaped in a boat. The rat, which he 
sent out to see if the water had fallen, came back 
with an ear of corn, 

Mandan Indians, as the Athenians of Pericles’ time 
observe a day in memory of the Flood, calling it “the 
great canoe.” These ceremonies begin when the brook 
willow is in full leaf, for according to their tradition 
the branch that the bird brought back was willow. 
medicine man relates how the country was overflowed 
with water and one man only was rescued,—‘n a great 
canoe on a high mountain, where he now lives. The 
Mandans have a boat in one of their villages to recall 
the one in which their ancestor escaped. 

Among many North American tribes diving animals 
are substituted for the birds which Noah sent forth. 
So the Rabbit-skin Indians tell of Kunyan, who built 
a great ship in anticipation of a Flood. His neighbors 
laughed at him, prdmising to take to the trees if 
water came. He brought aboard birds and animals. 
When the Flood rose it drowned all who had taken 
refuge in the tree-tops. The earth vanished. A musk- 
rat was ordered to dive to see if he could find it. He 
came up half dead; tried again and saw the earth, but 
could not reach it. Then the beaver dived, remained 
under a long time, came up on his back and unconscious, 
but between his paws was a little mud. Kunyan 
breathed on this, and it began to grow, and from this 
beginning came the new carth. 

Here is the Choctaw Flood saga: 

Many ages in the past. Aba the good spirit appeared 
to the Choctaws and told them to build a great boat 
and put in all the birds and animals of the land, with 
iood for many days. Then he showed them how to 
build it in a dry place, far from water. This seemed 
so unreasonable a proceeding that many lost faith, until 
finally only one family was left to finish the- boat. 
People in passing would ask why so great a boat 
should be built so far from water. They replied be- 
cause Aba so ordered. 

When the boat was finished they went into the woods 
and swamps, and assembled all the animals, of each a 
pair. Then they called the birds, of each a pair also. 
Food was brought and stowed, and the people went 
aboard. The same night the rain poured down. Those 
outside started to build boats also, but it was too late. 
They a'l perished. On the fifth day the crow and the 
dove were told to fly out and seek land. They 
flew east, west, and south, but returned without finding 
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any. Then the crow flew north, and came back with 
a magnolia leaf that it had seen on an island, 

These are but a few illustrations from the mass of 
ethnological data in Professor Riem’s book. Two 
things should be noied. First, that no other historical 
event has so extensive an ethnological confirmation, 
Second, that this testimony is a striking proof of the 
unity of the race and its origin from a single pair. 
Coupled with the physical and geological evidence, 
this ethnological evidence is striking corroboration of 
the Flood, 
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Those who know that the Bible is God’s Word do 
not require any other “proof” or confirmation of what 
He declares is historical tact. But the true believer 
always welcomes other evidences of this sort, and we 
are living in a day when God is graciously permitting 
men to discover many indisputable facts in the fealms 
of science, archeology, geology, ethnology, and similar 
branches, which are seen to be in complete accord ‘with 
the Bible. Surely God is doing all that he can to make 
it ot d for men to believe his life-giving Word and be 
saved, 





From a Burdened ard Deceived Heart 


It is more than fifteen years ago since I first heard 


of victory in Christ. Ever since, I have longed to have 
him as my victory. At first it seemed so hard to know 
how to obtain this—I tried so hard to believe and ex- 
pected some experience to follow. I see now that I had 
my eye on faith instead of fixing it on Christ, the object 
of my faith. 

This happened so often that I thought there must be 
something in the way and asked God to show me. 
Nothing ever came to me but this-—-maybe I should 
not use talcum power on my face. I’d throw the powder 
in the fire expecting to get what I se longed for, but 
no result. Then I'd reason thus: “Surely that was not 
it, and what harm is there in using talcum to freshen 
up my complexion and to prevert getting more tanned? 
I owe it to others to keep myself looking as well as I 
can.” Then I would use it again with no consciousness 
of guilt whatever. This has happened over and over 
again. 

But fearing I made a mistake in returning to the 
use of powder on my face, I have given it up for good. 
I know now that to have Christ as my victory simply 
means to let Christ, who is my life, have complete 
control of my whole being, and that is just what I so 
long for. I yield wholly to him, and trust him to take 
possession. For a while I am so sure all is well. I 
keep yielding to him continually, as often as I think 
of it, but before I know it I find the same selfish, 
critical, unloving spirit in my heart, and there seems 
to be no more love, power, or anything else than before. 

Oh, what is the trouble? Have I grieved the Holy 
Spirit so that he has cast me off? This has troubled 
me a good deal of late, and when I think of it I seem 
to lose all hope of ever getting out of this bondage. 
At times it takes my sleep and my appetite. If this 
continues I sometimes fear for my reason. I need your 
prayers. Will you not earnestly pray for me and claim 
deliverance with and for me? ‘And the Lord, seeing 
their faith, said unto the sick of the palsy .. .” 

Could anyone have such unspeakable longings for 
holiness if the Lord Had cast him off?—From a Burdened 
Heart. 


It may cheer and encourage this troubled Christian 
to know that her experience, in what it represents, is 
not an uncommon one among those who earnestly seek 
‘God's best for their lives. The question of the use 
of powder on the face, in this connection, is a minor 
one: Satan has used this particular question to en- 
snare and distress this child of God, while in other 
cases he would use an entirely different problem. 

Nor is it a question, here, of surrender. This bur- 
dened young woman has surrendered fully to the Lord. 
No unsurrendered person could have this experience. 
“Unspeakable longings for holiness” do not exist in 
lives of rebellion against God's known will. Let her 
therefore, first of all, thank God that by his grace 
she has yielded herseif°to him, ana that the surrender 
question is in the past. 

She has made the mistake of putting into a place of 
importance, after’ having made her full surrender, a 
minor detail of life concerning which there is no 
reason to suppose that God has been speaking to her 
at all. Satan as an angel of light has deceived her 
into thinking that God was asking her to abstain 
from something for which there may be a proper use. 
This does not mean that rouge and lip sticks and ex- 
cessive powdering are to be tolerated by a Christian 
girl or woman, but there is a proper use for tatcum 
powder, if one thinks best, and the “wisdom” and 
sanity and common sense that God offers freely to 
any believer who will ask it will confirm this. “If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 
it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). : , 

But we must not leave out the verse that immedi- 
ately follows this offer of wisdom from God. Just 
here has been the trouble with this burdened, dis- 
tressed child of God. “But let him ask in faith, noth- 
ing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave 
of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let 
not that man think that he shall receive any thing of 
the Lord.” 3 

God has been waiting for this troubled child of his 
to trust him in quiet, reasonable faith. It has been 
well said that when the Devil finds that he cannot 
prevent a Christian from going the whole way in 
doing God’s whole will, then he tries to drive that 


one beyond God’s will, into imaginary, fanciful, fanat- 
ical duties and obligations that God never lays upon 
one, but that Satan does. 

In the surrendered and victorious life God does 
not ask us to abandon common sense, but to use it. As 
we do this, in full faith in the sufficiency of our Lord 
Jesus Christ for every need, he will fill our lives with 
victory and joy and peace. When God asks the sur- 
rendered Christian to do something, the leading from 
God does not come as a goading, nagging, worrying 
thing. But when Satan comes as an angel of light 
and urges us to do something that may, in itself, seem 
like a good and sacrificial thing, Satan’s false lead- 
ings often come with that nagging, worrying character. 
They seem sometimes like the buzzing of mosquitoes 
or insects around us, and they are to be distrusted on 
that account. The leadings of the Holy Spirit are 
quiet and peaceful. Let us be alert to note Satan’s 
calling card in leadings of the other sort. 

Out of personal experience in practical problems 
of the Christian life a pamphlet has been written, 
“Perils of ‘the Victorious Life,” which may be of serv- 
ice to this and other burdened Christians. It discusses: 
the danger of being driven beyond God’s will, and 
many other similar pitfalls for the believer who longs 
for true holiness. It may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company at 60 cents a dozen copies, 
$5 a hundred, or 6 cents each, postpaid. 


Fas 
Has Man Ever Seen God? 


Will you please explain Exodus 24: 9-11 and 33:20 
in the light of John 1 : 18? : 

“Then went up’ Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, 
and seventy of the elders of Israel: and they saw the 
God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were 
a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the 
body of heaven in his clearness. And upon the nobles 
of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they 
saw God, and did eat and drink”? (Exod. 24 : 9-11). 

“And he [God] said, Thou canst not see my face: for 
there shall no man see me, and live” (Exod. 33: 20). 

“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begot- 
ten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him” (John 1:18).—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


The teaching of the Scriptures on this subject is 
summarized in a note in the Scofield Reference Bible 
on the passage in John: “The divine essence, God, 
in his_own triune Person, no human being in the flesh 
has seen. But God, veiled in angelic form, and espe- 
cially as incarnate in Jesus Christ, has been seen of 
man (Gen. 18:2, 22; John 14:8, 9).” The Scrip 
tures never contradict themselves, and we find that 
the accounts of God’s manifestations of himself to 
men are in accordance with this statement. 

A page in that wonderful little book of devotional 
readings from the Bible, “Daily Light” (James Pott 
and Co., 214-220 East Twenty-third Street, New York 
City, from $1.25 to $6), brings together, on its eve- 
ning page for April 8, the following illuminating 
Scriptures : 

“They shall see his face.” 


“I beseech thee shew me thy glory. And he said, 
Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man 
see me, and live—No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him. s 

“Every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail 
because of him:—I shall see him, but not now: I 
shall behold him, but not nigh. 

“I know that my Redeemer livéth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though 
after my skin worms destrey this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God. —I will behold thy face in right- 
eousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy 
likeness. — We shall be like him; for we shall see him 
as he is.—The Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven ... the dead in Christ shall rise first: then 
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

(Rev. 22:4 Ex. 33:18, 20.—John 4:18 Rev. 1:7.— 
Num. 24:17. Job 19:25, 2%.— Ps. 17:15—1 John 3:2—1 
Thes. 4: 16, 17.) 
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Lesson for Atugust 14 
2 Samuel 2: 1-4; 5: 1-5; 6: 1-15; Psalm 24 
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When Students Came to“Know Him, and the Power’ 


Glimpses of the Second Student Conference at America’s Keswick 











By Charles G. Trumbull 














man class, “what three words are used most 
among college students ?” 

“I don’t know,” said the student. 

“Correct,” replied the professor. 

This incident -was told at the opening session of the 
Student Conference recently held at Keswick, N. J. 
(readers of the Times’ “Illustration Round Table” will 
recognize it), and the speaker commented on the popu- 
larity of the “don’t know” position, not only among 
college students, but among all classes of people today. 
Lack of deep conviction seems to be “good form” now- 
adays. But this attitude is not found in the New Testa- 
ment. Nor is it found among those Christians today 
who rest everything on the foundations of the Living 
Word and the Written Word. ‘here are many today, 
as there were in the First Century, who can say with 
Paul, “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that, he is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). The stu- 
dents at this conference were .reminded that they had 
come together that they might “know_him, and the 
power of his resurrection.” And one after another 
came to “know him, and the power,” in a way exceeding 
abundantly above all they had asked or thought. 

At the first of the seven o’clock morning prayer 
hours, after the Chairman of the Council, J. Harvey 
Borton, had explained the purpose of the hour,—a 
time for the worship of God in prayer, praise, or 
thanksgiving as hearts might be prompted,—and after 
we had been given a vision of the Lord by the reading 
of a portion of Isaiah 6 and Revelation 1, there fol- 
lowed a time of silence as all waited on God. Then 
Dr. Howard A. Kelly’s voice was heard, as he offered 
a brief, siple prayer of thanksgiving for this privi- 
lege ot quiet time with God, and Christian fellowship. 
It was a prayer of only a few sentences, but it typified 
the conference. 


How to Find God in Nature 


Dr. Kelly’s presence and messages brought great 
blessing. He was there only for the first week-end, 
but he left an indelible impress upon many lives. Re- 
memibering, for example, what a profound student of 
nature he has had to be as one of the world’s greatest 
surgeons and scientists—in his avocations also he is 
an eager nature student,— it was significant that he 
said: “You cannot find God in the book of Nature until 
after-you have found him in his written Book.” This 
was a wholesome and Scriptural antidote to the common 
talk, heard on every side, of finding God in nature so 
satisfyingly that the Bible is unnecessary. 

- In a memorable message on the women of the Bible 
Dr. Kelly showed with overwhelming evidence that 
woman is given her rightful place only where Christ 
is known and the revelations of the Scriptures are 
received. His study of Mary, the mother of our Lord, 
was very beautiful. “Eve brought sin into the world,” 
said he; “Mary brought the Saviour into the world.” 
He showed what a costly act it was when Mary pre- 
sented her body to the Lord that God's will might be 
done in his plan for her motherhood of his Son. She 
knew the cost as she said, “Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.” 

Dr. Kelly is never controversial, but he did speak, 
in passing, of the futile attempts made by the Higher 
Critics to break down faith in the Scriptures. “Even 
Harnack,” he said, “has admitted that Luke is beyond all 
question the author of the Acts and of the Gospel of 

uke. Sometimes I make fun of my Higher Critical 
friends and say to them, ‘What a wonderful discovery, 
the ‘greatest discovery of the ages, that Luke wrote 
Luke!’ Or again, Isaiah did not write Isaiah; but an- 
other man of the same name, living at the same time, 
wrote that book!” 

It was a representative conference. The total num- 
ber in attendance was not large, in the neighborhood 
of a hundred, all told; but more than forty different 
schools, colleges, universities, and other educational. 
institutions were represented, by both graduates and 
undergraduates. Among the colleges and universities 
were Wilson, Cornell, Princeton, Westminster, Yale, 
Bucknell, University of Pennsylvania, University of 
Illinois, Barnard, Muhlenberg, Syracuse, and Vassar. 

There was a full, rich program of daily sessions, yet 
with ample time in the afternoons for rest and recrea- 
tion. The Prayer Hour, well attended, was held each 
day before breakfast. The Bible Hour followed at 
nine o’clock, led for the first half of the week by 
Robert C. McQuilkin, Dean of the Columbia Bible 
School, and during the second half by Philip E. 
Howard, Jr., of the Belgian Gaspel Mission, home on 
furlough after his first five years in the field. Follow- 
ing this came the Mission Study Hour, in two groups, 
led by Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, formerly a- missionary 
in Tiidia;-and Alfred B. Buxton, of the Abyssinian 


“MM: BONE,” asked the professor in the frech- 


Frontiers Mission. A study of the teaching of the 
Scriptures and the practical application in Victorious 
Life truchs closed the forenoon sessions each day, led 
by Charles G. Trumbull. After supper, a Vesper 
Service gave opportunity for personal testimonies; 
then evening meetings in the auditorium; and finally 
the prayer groups of eight or ten each, when fellowship 
with one another and with the Lord was deep and rich. 

Two meeimgs were particularly significant, when 
students brought before the conference their special 
problems,—the practical difficulties that confront one 
m Christian life and service at college, and then reports 
of proved solutions of those problems, These various 
student reports brought out in a first-hand way the 
dark side and the bright side of college life. It is not 
trom the faculty, as a rule, that help comes. For ex- 
ample, as cne student reported: “Some professors take 
the position that God is a hypothesis, and as such his 
existence must be proved.” The sense of loneliness 
and the temptation to discouragement confronting 
Christ.an siudents away from home was brought out 
vividty ; one young woman told of the chill atmosphere 
of Modernism and worldliness where she is studying, 
and how she went to her mail box one day and found 
a little envelope she thought might be an invitation to 
a tea. She took it to her room, and when she opened 
it she found a card from a friend, bearing the words, 
“Underneath are the everlasting arms.” She exclaimed 
to herself, “Well, God is faithful, even at ag 

A student at a well-known theological seminary went 
as a member of his basketball team to play a match at 
another school of theology. The students there apolo- 
gized for the fact that most of their fellow students 
would be away that evening at the time of the game, 
attending a dance,— “and a rather wild dance, at that, 
we were told,” commented the student reporting on 
this incident. “And this;” said re, “is a School of the 
Prophets!” The story of that student’s observations as 
he has traveled among colleges and theologics’ sc.m- 
naries in the Jast year or two will be publ cincd, later, 
in The Sunday School Times. 

The bright side came before the conference when 
various students reported on really Christian activities 
in the colleges. One of the young women who had 
attended Keswick’s First Student Conference a year 
ago had a thrilling story to tell of the year since, 
and the encouragement and results from organized 
prayer-meetings. Members of the Evangelical League 
of Students, which was described in The Sunday 


ania 
{ From Conference Addresses 


When Christ was about to heal Jairus’ daugl- 
ter and the pcople had laughed him to scorn, he 
entered the room and put all the scornful ones 
out. God doesn’t allow scornful ones around | 
when he does his wonders,— or if they are there 
they don’t see them, because they’re blind. 


The Holy Spirit tempted (tested) the Lord 
Jesus by leading him into the wilderness. Satan 
tried to take advantage of this leading of the 
Spirit and lead Christ still farther. Christ was 
ab‘e to discern between the Icading of the Spirit 
and the leading of Satan. He defeated Satan 
by the Word of God. He wants us thus to 
discern between Satan’s leadings and God's 
leadings, 








Mere belief saves no one. A woman had 
cancer of the mouth. She believed there was 
nothing the matter with her, and she kept right 
on believing this, and would see no doctor. She 
died of cancer, believing to the end. But her 
belief never changed the cancer. We must not 
only believe, but believe the truth,— believe in 
Him who is the truth. 


On the subject of the Christian and amuse- 
ments, a speaker said: “It is difficult for me to 
speak on this subject, for I realize that I shall 
be telling you what your attitude should be 
toward your Best Friend.” 


The Victorious Life of the Christian depends, 
not on the promises of the Bible, what God 
says he will do; but on the facts of the Bible, 
what God says he has done. 


A Day Verse that was greatly used: “He 
shall deliver ... him that hath no helper” (Psa. 
93718). 
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School Times of April 30, told about the work of this 
hopeful organization. tudents who know of oppor- 
tunities for the forming of local branches of this 
League are asked to communicate with the General 
Secretary, E. Van Deusen, Princeton, New Jersey. 

The amazing story of “Ciccu” (pronounced kikku) 
was told by one who had seen its workings. This 
word is made up of the letters C.LC.C.U., standing 
for Cambridge Intercollegiate Christian Union, which 
is a Christian organization founded in 1877 in the 
British University of Cambridge. It is undoubtedly 
one of the spiritually strongest and most vital Chris- 
tian student bodies in the world today. The story is 
a challenging and encouraging one indeed, as told by 
a Christian graduate who has worked in the Cambridge 
Union; what he saw there will be told in a later issue 
of The Sunday School Times, and the new magazine 
now being published by those students will be reviewed 
in these columns. Suffice it to say that these men at 
Cambridge are standing unswervingly for the old faith, 
and are giving themselves unreservedly to the Lore 
for soul-winning and true testimony. May God grant 
that similar organizations may come into being in 
universities throughout North America. 

From a college alumnus who has attended more than 
one of the Victorious Life Conferences anc whose 
messages and personality have made a deep impress 
there, Charles E Scott, of China, there came a mess- 
age across the seas. Dr. Scott is among the many who 
have been forced to leaye China, and he wrote to 
Mr. Trumbull from Soon Chun, Korea: 


Give as our message to the Victorious Life Conference, 
a Timothy 1:7: “For God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 


Four Principles for Studying John’s Gospel 


The unsearchable riches of the Gospel of John were 
openee we by Mr. McQuilkir in his four morning 
Lible studies. He showed how Joni. 10: <f gives, in 
four clauses, the four divisions of the Gospel: 


I came forth from the Father. 
And am come into the world. 
Again, I leave the world. 
And go to the Father, 


Four essential principles in studying this Gospel 
were given: 

1. Study to get the contents of the book. 

2. Study to get the central message of the book 

(20; 31). 

3. Study to get, in personal experience, the life. 

4. Study to pass on to others the message and the life. 

Mr. McQuilkin commented on the popular and 
widespread idea that we must “interpret Christ by 
modern conditions.”” It*cannot be done, he said. “The 
only place in all the world where Christ can be inter- 
preted is the Old Testament. That tells us who and 
what the Messiah was to be.” He called attention to 
the fact that, as our Lerd said to the Pharisees in his 
day, “Had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed 
me: for he wrote of me” (John 5:46), so our Lord 
may well say to those in our time who claim to believe 
in Christ while they reject Moses: “No; if you be- 
lieved me you would believe Moses. You are only 
believing in a Christ of your own imagination.” 
There is no such thing as believing fully in Christ and 
rejecting Genesis. 

The youngest speaker was Mr. Philip E. Howard, Jr., 
of Belgium; but there was no lack of maturity in his 
Bible studies. For four days he set forth the marvelous 
meanings cof four of the five names of God given in 
Isaiah 9:6: “His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.” He reminded his hearers that, 
whereas Old Testament names were given men to de- 
scribe them,—like Israel, a Prince with God,— men 
thus named did not always live up to their name. 
“But, we may say it reverently, our Lord always lived 
up to his name.” : 

After reading aloud the names of God in that great 
verse, the speaker went on to describe the conflict 


between David and Goliath. The delegates might have - 


wondered what was the connection with the Isaiah 
passage, as David’s inspired defiance of Goliath was 
given. “Goliath must have grown more and more 
angry,” said the speaker, “as David went from line 
to line of his message declaring that ‘This day will 
the Lord deliver thee into mine hand.’ But he had no 
chance to answer back or do anything, for one stone 
from David's sling laid the giant low,—~ and David had 
five stones.” Then the speaker continued: “Any 
one of these five names of God will lay low any giant 
that comes against us.” *. : : 

The week was full of surprises; it always is, One 
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Bataks of Sumatra, the Toradja of the Celibes, Pa- 
puans (who declare that eight persons survived), 
black Australians,—all these retain legends. Poly- 
nesia is especially rich in Flood myths. The Fiji 
Islanders in the early days always had two great 
canoes ready in case the flood should recur. 

Turning to the North, we find similar memories 
among the Lapps, the Wotjaks and Wogulen of 
Siberia, the Kamchatka peoples, the Eskimos. The 
Ostjak Noah when building his ark was much from 
home. His wife, in order to learn the cause of his 
absence, plied him with wine and beer (as Noah’s 
daughters later did), and learned that the ship which 
had been building thirty years was now ready. British 
Columbia Indians connect Babel with the Flood, de- 
claring that before the Deluge there was but one 
speech, afterward many. Guinea Negroes and the 
Hereros of Southwest Africa retain Flood traditions. 
That of the Masai of Central Africa is remarkably 
accurate, It runs thus: 

Tumbainot was a pious man and lover of God. God 
determined to destroy humanity because of the murder 
of Nambija. He told Tumbainot to build an ark of 
wood, and with his two wives and six sons and wives 
to enter it, bringing with them animals of every kind. 
He stored there a great mass of food. Then God sent 
the rain until all outside the ark perished. Tumbainot 
waited anxiously for the ceasing of the rain, for food 
was getting scarce. Finally it stopped, and Tum- 
bainot sent out a dove, which returned at evening 
very tired. Some days later he sent out a vulture, the ap- 
pearance of which, on returning, showed that it had 
been eating carrion. Hence he knew that the water 
lad subsided. He went out with the animals and saw 
four rainbows. which he interpréted as indicating that 
the wrath of God was assuaged. 

It is curious that the Chippewas of our Northwest 
should put to their story the same mythical embroidery 
as the Masai of Central Africa. The raven, they 
say, did not return. It fed on dead bodies. But the 
dove came back with a shoot from a fir tree. The 
vulture, which, according to Michoacan (Mexican) 
tradition, was sent out, also stayed to gorge on the 
dead, but the humming bird returned with a green twig. 

The Crees insist that the red pipe-clay of Minnesota 
represents the remains of those perishing in the Deluge. 
Among the Shawnees the creation story blends with 
the Flood story: “The survivor made men out of clay 
and blew the breath of life into their nostrils.” The 
Salinas say that a heavy stone was fastened to a 
kingfisher, which dived through the Flood and brought 
up earth. Of this man was made, and from his rib, 
woman. So the Mikushi of Guayana (South America) 
tell of the great Makunaima’s creating man after 
finishing the earth’s creation. When his handiwork 
awoke from deep sleep he found a woman standing by 
his side. The evil spirit Epel got control of the 
earth, and Makunaima sent.a great Flood, from which 
one man alone escaped in a boat. The rat, which he 
sent Out to see if the water had fallen, came back 
with an ear of corn, 

Mandan Indians, as the Athenians of Pericles’ time 
observe a day in memory of the Flood, calling it “the 
great canoe.” These ceremonies begin when the brook 
willow is in full leaf, for according to their tradition 
the branch that the bird brought back was willow. A 
medicine man relates how the country was overflowed 
with water and one man only was rescued,—n a great 
canoe on a high mountain, where he now lives. The 
Mandans have a boat in one of their villages to recall 
the one in which their ancestor escaped. 

Among many North American tribes diving animals 
are substituted for the birds which Noah sent forth. 
So the Rabbit-skin Indians tell of Kunyan, who built 
a great ship in anticipation of a Flood. His neighbors 
laughed at him, prdmising to take to the trees if 
water came. He brought aboard birds and animals. 
When the Flood rose it drowned all who had taken 
refuge in the tree-tops. The earth vanished. A musk- 
rat was ordered to dive to see if he could find it. He 
came up half dead; tried again and saw the earth, but 
could not reach it. Then the beaver dived, remained 
under a long time, came up on his back and unconscious, 
but between his paws was a little mud. Kunyan 
breathed on this, and it began to grow, and from this 
beginning came the new earth. 

Here is the Choctaw Flood saga: 

Many ages in the past, Aba the good spirit appeared 
to the Choctaws'and told them to build a great boat 
and put in all'the birds and animals of the land, with 
food for many days. Then he showed them how to 
build it in a dry place, far from water. This seemed 
so unreasonable a proceeding that many lost faith, until 
finally only one family was left to finish the: boat. 
People in passing would ask why so great a boat 
should be built so far from water. They replied be- 
cause Aba so ordered. 

When the boat was finished they went into the woods 
and swamps, and assembled all the animals, of each a 
pair. Then they called the birds, of each a pair also. 
Food was brought and stowed, and the people went 
aboard. The same night the rain poured down. Those 
outside started to build boats also, but it was too late. 
They a!l perished. On the fifth day the crow and the 
dove were told to fly out and seek land. They 
flew. east, west, and south, but returned without finding 


‘God's best for their lives. 
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any. Then the crow flew north, and came back with 
a magnolia leaf that it had seen on an island. 

These are but a few illustrations from the mass of 
ethnological data in Professor Riem’s book. Two 
things should be noted. .First, that no other historical 
event has so extensive an ethnological confirmation. 
Second, that this testimony is a striking proof of the 
unity of the race and its origin from a single pair. 
Coupled with the physical and geological evidence, 
this ethnological evidence is striking corroboration of 
the Flood. 


JULY 30, 1927 


Those who know that the Bible is God’s Word do 
not require any other “proof” or confirmation of what 
He declares is historical fact. But the true believer 
always welcomes other evidences of this sort, and we 
are living in a day when God is graciously permitting 
men to discover many indisputable facts in the fealms 
of science, archeology, geology, ethnology, and similar 
branches, which are seen to be in complete accord ‘with 
the Bible. Surely God is doing all that he can to make 
it — for men to believe his life-giving Word and be 
saved, 





From a Burdened and Deceived Heart 


It is more than fifteen years ago since I first heard 


of victery in Christ. Ever since, I have longed to have 
him as my victory. At first it secaned so hard to know 
how to obtain this—I tried so hard to believe and ex- 
pected some experience to follow. I see now that I had 
my eye on faith instead of fixing it on Christ, the object 
of my faith. 


This happened so often that I thought there must be 
something in the way and asked God to show me. 
Nothing ever came to me but this — maybe I should 
not use talcum power on my face. I’d throw the pewder 
in the fire expecting to get what I se longed for, but 
no result. Then I'd reason thus: “Surely that was not 
it, and what harm is there in using talcum to freshen 
up my complexion and to prevent getting more tanned? 
I owe it to others to keep myself looking as well as I 


can.” Then I would use it again with no consciousness 
of guilt whatever. This has happened over and over 
again. 


But fearing I made a mistake in returning to the 
use of powder on my face, I have given it up for good. 
I know now that to have Christ as my victory simply 
means to let Christ, who is my life, have complete 
control of my whole being, and that is just what I so 
long for. I yield wholly to him, and trust him to take 
possession. For a while I am so sure all is well. I 
keep yielding to him continually, as often as I think 
of it, but before I know it I find the same selfish, 
critical, unloving spirit in my heart, and there seems 
to be no more love, power, or anything else than before. 

Oh, what is the trouble? Have I grieved the Holy 
Spirit so that he has cast me off? This has troubled 
me a good deal of late, and when I think of it I seem 
to lose all hope of ever getting out of this bondage. 
At times it takes my sleep and my appetite. If this 
continues I sometimes fear for my reason. I need your 
prayers. Will you not earnestly pray for me and claim 
deliverance with and for me? “And the Lord, seeing 
their faith, said unto the sick of the palsy ... 

Could anyone have such unspeakable longings for 
holiness if the Lord Had cast him off?—From a Burdened 
Heart. 


It may cheer and encourage this troubled Christian 
to know that her experience, in what it represents, is 
not an uncommon one among those who earnestly seek 
The question of the use 
of powder on the face, in this connection, is a minor 
one: Satan has used this particular question to en- 
snare and distress this child of God, while in other 
cases he would use an entirely different problem. 

Nor is it a question, here, of surrender. This bur- 
dened young woman has surrendered fully to the’ Lord. 
No unsurrendered person could have this experience. 
“Unspeakable longings for holiness” do sot exist in 
lives of rebellion against God’s known will. Let her 
therefore, first of all, thank God that by his grace 
she has yielded herseif’to him, and that the surrender 
question is in the past. 

She has made the mistake of putting into a place of 
importance, after’ having made her full surrender, a 
minor detail of life. concerning which there is no 
reason to suppose that God has been speaking to her 
at all. Satan as an angel of light has deceived her 
into thinking that God was asking her to abstain 
from something for which there may be a proper use. 
This does not mean that rouge and lip sticks and ex- 
cessive powdering are to be tolerated by a Christian 
girl or woman, but there is a p.vper use for tatcum 
powder, if one thinks hest, and the “wisdom” and 
sanity and common sense that God offers freely to 
any believer who will ask it will confirm this. “If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 
it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). 

But we must not leave out the verse that immedi- 
ately follows this offer of wisdom from God. Just 
here has been the trouble with this burdened, dis- 
tressed child of God. “But let him ask in faith, noth- 
ing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave 
of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let 
not that man think that he shall receive any thing of 
the Lord.” : 

God has been waiting for this troubled child of his 
to trust him in quiet, reasonable faith. It has been 
well said that when the Devil finds that he cannot 
prevent a Christian from going the whole way in 
doing God’s whole will, then he tries to drive that 


ene beyond God’s will, into imaginary, fanciful, fanat- 
ical duties and obligations that God never lays upon 
one, but that Satan does. 

In the surrendered and victorious life God does 
not ask us to abandon common sense, but to use it. As 
we do this, in full faith in the sufficiency of our Lord 
Jesus Christ for every need, he will fill our lives with 
victory and joy and peace. When God asks the sur- 
rendered Christian to do something, the leading from 
God does not come _as a goading, nagging, worrying 
thing. But when Satan comes as an angel of light 
and urges us to do something that may, in itself, seem 
like a good and sacrificial thing, Satan’s false lead- 
ings often come with that nagging, worrying character. 
They seem sometimes like the buzzing of mosquitoes 
or insects around us, and they are to be distrusted on 
that account. The leadings of the Holy Spirit are 
quiet and peaceful. Let us be alert to note Satan’s 
calling card in leadings of the other sort. 

Out of personal experience in practical problems 
of the Christian life a pamphlet has been written, 
“Perils ofthe Victorious Life,” which may be of serv- 
ice to this and other burdened Christians. 
the danger of being driven beyond God’s will, and 
many other similar pitfalls for the believer who longs 
for true holiness. It may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company at 60 cents a dozen copies, 
$5 a hundred, or 6 cents each, postpaid. 


= 
Has Man Ever Seen God? 


Will you please explain Exodus 24:9-11 and 33:20 
in the light of John 1 : 18? ae 
“Then went up’Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, 
and seventy of the elders of Israel: and they saw the 
God of Israel: and there was under his feet as: it were 
a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the 
body of heaven in his clearness. And upon the nobles 
of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they 
saw God, and did eat and drink’? (Exod. 24 : 9-11). 
“And he (God] said, Thou canst not see my face: for 
there shall no man see me, and live” (Exod. 33: 20). 
“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begot- 
ten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him” (John 1: 18).—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


The teaching of the Scriptures on this subject is 
summarized in a note in the Scofield Reference Bible 
on the passage in John: “The divine essence, God, 
in his_own triune Person, no human being in the flesh 
has seen. But God, veiled in angelic form, and espe- 
cially as incarnate in Jesus Christ, has been seen of 
man (Gen. 18:2, 22; John 14:8, 9).” The Scrip 
tures never contradict themselves, and we find that 
the accounts of God’s manifestations of himself to 
men are in accordance with this statement. 

A page in that wonderful little book of devotional 
readings from the Bible, “Daily Light” (James Pott 
and Co., 214-220 East Twenty-third Street, New York 
City, from $1.25 to $6), brings together, on its eve- 
ning page for April 8, the following illuminating 
Scriptures : 

“They shall see his face.” 

“I beseech thee shew me thy glory. And he said, 
Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man 
see me, and live.—No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 


‘Father, he hath declared him. 


“Every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail 
because of him:—I shall see him, but not now: I 
shall behold him, but not nigh. 

“I know that my Redeemer livéth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though 
after my skin worms destrey this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God. —I will behold thy face in right- 
eousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy 
likeness. — We shall be like him; for we shall see him 
as -he is.—The Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven ... the dead in Christ shall rise first: then 
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

(Rev. 22:4 Ex. 33:18, 20.—John 1:18. Rev. 1:7.— 
Num, 24:17. Job 19:25, 2%.— Ps. 17:1§—1 John 3:2—% 
Thes. 4: 16, 17.) 
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Lesson for ‘August 14 - 
2 Samuel 2:1-4; 5 :1-5; 6: 1-15; Psalm 24 
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When Students Came to“Know Him, and the Power’ 


Glimpses of the Second Student Conference at America’s Keswick 











By Charles G. Trumbull 














man class, “what three words are used most 
among college students ?” 

“I don’t know,” said the student. 

“Correct,” replied the professor. 

This incident -was told at the opening session of the 
Student Conference recently held at Keswick, N. J. 
(readers of the Times’ “Illustration Round Table” will 
recognize it), and the speaker commented on the popu- 
larity of the “don’t know” position, not only among 
college students, but among all classes of people today. 
Lack of deep conviction seems to be “good form” now- 
adays. But this attitude is not found in the New Testa- 
ment. Nor is it found among those Christians today 
who rest everything on the foundations of the Living 
Word and the Written Word. ‘here are many today, 
as there were in the First Century, who can say with 
Paul, “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that, he is able to keep that which [-have committed 
unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). The stu- 
dents at this conference were .reminded that they had 
come together that they_might “know_him, and the 
power of his resurrection.” And one after another 
came to “know him, and the power,” in a way exceeding 
abundantly above all they had asked or thought. 

At the first of the seven o’clock morning prayer 
hours, after the Chairman of the Council, J. Harvey 
Borton, had explained the purpose of the hour,—a 
time for the worship of God in prayer, praise, or 
thanksgiving as hearts might be prompted,— and after 
we had been given a vision of the Lord by the reading 
of a portion of Isaiah 6 and Revelation 1, there fol- 
lowed a time of silence as all waited on God. Then 
Dr. Howard A. Kelly’s voice was heard, as he offered 
a brief, sixple prayer of thanksgiving for this privi- 
leg: ot quiet time with God, and Christian fellowship. 
It was a prayer of only a few sentences, but it typifie 
the conference. , 


How to Find God in Nature 


Dr. Kelly’s presence and messages brought great 
blessing. He was there only for the first week-end, 
but he left an indelible impress upon many lives. Re- 
membering, for example, what a profound student of 
nature he has had to be as one of the world’s greatest 
surgeons and scientists—in his avocations also he is 
an eager nature student,— it was significant that he 
said: “You cannot find God in the book of Nature until 
after-you have found him in his written Book.” This 
was a wholesome and Scriptural antidote to the common 
talk, heard on every side, of finding God in nature so 
satisfyingly that the Bible is unnecessary. 

. In a memorable message on the women of the Bible 
Dr. Kelly showed with overwhelming evidence that 
woman is given her rightful place only where Christ 
is known and the revelations of the Scriptures are 
received. His study of Mary, the mother of our Lord, 
was very beautiful. “Eve brought sin into the world,” 
said he; “Mary brought the Saviour into the world.” 
He showed what a costly act it was when Mary pre- 
sented her body to the Lord that God’s will might be 
done in his plan for her motherhood of his Son. Ghe 
knew the cost as she said, “Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord: be it unto me according to thy word.” 

Dr. Kelly is never controversial, but he did speak, 
in passing, of the futile attempts made by the Higher 
Critics to break down faith in the Scriptures. “Even 
Harnack,” he said, “has admitted that Luke is beyond all 
question the author of the Acts and of the Gospel of 
Luke. Sometimes I make fun of my Higher Critical 
friends and say to them, ‘What a wonderful discovery, 
the ‘greatest discovery of the ages, that Luke wrote 
Luke!’ Or again, Isaiah did not write Isaiah; but an- 
other man of the same name, living at the same time, 
wrote that book!” 

It was a representative conference. The total num- 
ber in attendance was not large, in the neighborhood 
of a hundred, all told; but more than forty different 
schools, colleges, universities, and other educational. 
institutions were represented, by both graduates and 
undergraduates. Among the colleges and universities 
were Wilson, Cornell, Princeton, Westminster, Yale, 
Bucknell, University of Pennsylvania, University of 
Illinois, Barnard, Muhlenberg, Syracuse, and Vassar. 

There was a full, rich program of daily sessions, yet 
with ample time in the afternoons for rest and recrea~ 
tion. The Prayer Hour, well attended, was held each 
day before breakfast. The Bible Hour followed at 
nine o'clock, led for the first half of the week by 
Robert C. McQuilkin, Dean of the Columbia Bible 
School, and during the second half by Philip E. 
Howard, Jr., of the Belgian Gaspel Mission, home on 
furlough after his first five years in the field. Follow- 
ing this came the Mission Study Hour, in two groups, 
led by Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, formerly a- missionary 
in Tiidia;“and Alfred B. Buxton, of the Abyssinian 


“Mi: BONE,” asked the professor in the fresh- 


Frontiers Mission. A study of the teaching of the 
Scriptures and the practical application in Victorious 
Life truchs closed the forenoon sessions each day, led 
by Charles G. Trumbull. After supper, a Vesper 
‘Service gave opportunity for personal testimonies; 
then evening meetings in the auditorium; and finally 
the prayer groups of eight or ten each, when fellowship 
with one another and with the Lord was deep and rich. 

Two meetings were particularly significant, when 
students brought before the conference their special 
problems,—the practical difficulties that confront one 
in Christian life and service at college, and then reports 
of proved solutions of those problems. These various 
student reports brought out in a first-hand way the 
dark side and the bright side of college life, It is not 
trom the faculty, as a rule, that help comes. For ex- 
ample, as ene student reported: “Some professors take 
the position that God is a hypothesis, and as such his 
existence must be proved.” The sense of loneliness 
and the temptation to discouragement confronting 
Christ.an siudents away from home was brought out 
vividiy ; one young woman told of the chiil atmosphere 
of Modernism and worldliness where she is studying, 
and how she went to her mail box one day and found 
a little envelope she thought might be an invitation to 
a tea. She took it to her room, and when she opened 
it she found a card from a friend, bearing the words, 
“Underneath are the everlasting arms,” She exclaimed 
to herself, “Well, God is faithful, even at i 

A student at a well-known theological seminary went 
as a member of his basketball team to play a match at 
another school of theology. The students there apolo- 
gized for the fact that most of their fellow students 
would be away that evening at the time of the game, 
attending a dance,— “and a rather wild dance, at that, 
we were told,” commented the student reporting on 
this incident. “And this;” said he, “is a School of the 
Prophets!” The story of that student’s observations as 
he has traveled among colleges and theologic.' 3c.u- 
naries in the last year or two will be publ ced, later, 
in The Sunday School Times. 

The bright side came before the conference when 
various students reported on really Christian activities 
in the colleges. One of the young women who had 
attended Keswick’s First Student Conference a year 
ago had a thrilling story to tell of the year since, 
and the encouragement and results from organized 
prayer-meetings. Members of the Evangelical League 
of Students, which was described in The Sunday 
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When Christ was about to heal Jairus’ daugh- 
ter and the pcople had laughed him to scorn, he 
entered the room and put all the scornful ones 
out. God doesn’t allow scornful ones around . 
when he does his wonders,— or if they are there 
they don’t see them, because they’re blind. 


The Holy Spirit tempted (tested) the Lord 
Jesus by leading him into the wilderness. Satan 
tried to take advantage of this leading of the 
Spirit and lead Christ still farther. Christ was 
ab‘e to discern between the leading of the Spirit 
and the leading of Satan. He defeated Satan 
by the Word of God. He wants us thus to 
discern between Satan’s leadings and God’s 
leadings, 


Mere belief saves no one. A. woman had 
cancer of the mouth. She believed there was 
nothing the matter with her, and she kept right 
on believing this, and would see no doctor. She 
died of cancer, believing to the end. But her 
belief never changed the cancer. We must not 
only believe, but believe the truth,— believe in 
Him who is the truth. 


On the subject of the Christian and amuse- 
ments, a speaker said: “It is difficult for me to 
speak on this subject, for I realize that I shall 
be telling you what your attitude should be 
toward your Best Friend.” 


The Victorious Life of the Christian depends, 
not on the promises of the Bible, what God 
says he will do; but on the facts of the Bible, 
what God says he has done. 


A.Day Verse that was greatly used: “He 
shall deliver ... him that hath no helper” (Psa. 
92732). 
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School Times of April 30, told about the work of this 
hopeful organization. Students who know of oppor- 
tunities for the forming of local branches of this 
League are asked to communicate with the General 
Secretary, E. Van Deusen, Princeton, New Jersey. 

The amazing story of “Ciccu” (pronounced kikku) 
was told by one who had seen its workings. This 
word is made up of the letters C.I.C.C.U., standing 
for Cambridge Intercollegiate Christian Union, which 
is a Christian organization founded in 1877 in the 
British University of Cambridge. It is undoubtedly 
one of the spiritually strongest and most vital Chris- 
tian student bodies in the world today. The story is 
a challenging and encouraging one indeed, as told by 
a Christian graduate who has worked in the Cambridge 
Union; what he saw there will be told in a later issue 
of The Sunday School Times, and the new magazine 
now being published by those students will be reviewed 
in these columns. Suffice it to say that these men at 
Cambridge are standing unswervingly for the old faith, 
and are giving themselves unreservedly to the Lord 
for soul-winning and true testimony. May God grant 
that similar organizations may come into being in 
universities throughout North America. 

From a college alumnus who has attended more than 
one of the Victorious Life Conferences and whose 
Messages and personality have made a deep impress 
there, Charles E. Scott, of China, there came a mess- 
age across the seas. Dr. Scott ic arong the many who 
have been forced to leave China, and he wrote to 
Mr. Trumbull from Soon Chun, Korea: 

Give as our message to the Victorious Life Conference, 
a Timothy 1:7: “For God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 


Four Principles for Studying John’s Gospel 


The unsearchable riches of the Gospel of John were 
openee ue by Mr. McQuilkir in his four morning 
Lible studies. He showed how jonr. 16: 2€ gives, in 
four clauses, the four divisions of the Gospel: 


I came forth from the Father. 
And am come into the world. 
Again, I leave the world. 
And go to the Father, 


Four essential principles in studying this Gospel 
were given: 

1. Study to get the contents of the book. 

2. Study to get the central message of the book 

(20; 31). 

3. Study to get, in personal experience, the life. 

4. Study to pass on to others the message and the life. 

Mr. McQuilkin commented on the popular and 
widespread idea that we must “interpret Christ by 
modern conditions.’’ It*cannot be done, he said. “The 
only place in all the world where Christ can be inter- 
preted is the Old Testament. That tells us who and 
what the Messiah was to be.” He called attention to 
the fact that, as our Lerd said to the Pharisees in his 
day, “Had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed 
me: for he wrote of me” (John 5:46), so our Lord 
may well say to those in our time who claim to believe 
in Christ while they reject Moses: “No; if you be- 
lieved me you would believe Moses. You are only 
believing in a Christ of your own imagination.” 
There is no such thing as believing fully in Christ and 
rejecting Genesis. , 

The youngest speaker was Mr. Philip E. Howard, Jr., 
of Belgium; but there was no lack of maturity in his 
Bible studies. For four days he set forth the marvelous 
meanings of four of the five names of God given in 
Isaiah 9:6: “His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, ‘The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.” He reminded his hearers that, 
whereas Old Testament names were given men to de- 
scribe them,—like Israel, a Prince with God,— men 
thus named did not always live up to their name. 
“But, we may say it reverently, our Lord always lived 
up to his name.” 

After reading aloud the names of God in that great 
verse, the speaker went on to describe the conflict 
between David and Goliath. The delegates might have - 
wondered what was the connection with the Isaiah 
passage, as David’s inspired defiance of Goliath was 
given. “Goliath must have grown more and more 
angry,” said the speaker, “as David went from line 
to line of his message declaring that ‘This day will 
the Lord deliver thee into mine hand.’ But he had no 
chance to answer back or do anything, for one stone 
from David's sling laid the giant low,—~ and David had 
five stones.” Then the speaker continued: “Any 
one of these five names of God will lay low any giant 
that comes against us.” : ; 

The week was full of surprises; it always is, One 
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of these came Friday evening, at the time of the mis- 
sionary meeting. Ten or a dozen missionaries and 
young volunteers were on the platform, as Mrs. Borton 
led the meeting; and their testimonies of personal 
experience in the field, or why they were giving their 
lives for the foreign field, made a deep impression. 
When the Rev. L. L. Legters, of the Pioneer Mission 
Agency, at the close of the meeting asked all who 
had already volnnteered for the foreign field 
to rise, a great number were on their feet; and 
a few minutes .later several others gave their 
lives to the Lord for the white harvest fields. Mr. 
Legters’ story on the last day of the conference, 
of scemingly grievous disappointments that befell him 
on his recent journeys of missionary exploring 
among the Indians of South America, and how God 
used these strange “befells” to bring to ‘pass astound- 
ing blessings of conversion and evangelization that 
could not have occurred otherwise, will never be for- 
gotten by those who heard it. This great narrative 
also has been written out by this hardy pioneer mis- 
sionary for The Sunday School Times family, and will 
soon be given in these columns. 

Straight through the conference it wa; a time of 
hearing of earlier miracles of God, and watching his 
new miracles. Addison C. Raws’ message, one evening, 
was one of the greatest of these narratives, as he told 
of God’s mighty workings during the past quarter of 
a century in founding and maintaining America’s 
Keswick. The best part of this story is that the won- 
ders of God’s grace have been as mighty during the 
past year as they were more than twenty-five years ago. 

A Question Box on Victorious Life problems, at 
the end of the week, gave opportunity for the stating 
and meeting of practical difficulties. At the close of 
the meeting a delegate handed a slip of paper to the 
leader, who read it,—apparently an additional ques- 
tion. It contained these words: “I came to Keswick 
with a number of questions. They have all been an- 
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swered.” It was a characteristically happy ending to 
the question hour. 

On the closing Sunday afternoon was held the Say-So 
meeting, when fifty or more brief, radiant testimonies 
uf praise and gratitude were given. At the final meet- 
ing, that evening, the “blessed hope” of our Lord’s 
return was brought before the conference, and then, 
as all eyes were turned toward Him in the God- 
breathed prayer, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus,” the 
Lord’s Supper was observed, remembering that “as 
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord’s death till he come.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


For they lowed the glory of men more than the 
glory of God (John 12: 43). 
HE word glory is doxa, translated “praise” in the 
Authorized Version, What was their glory? Their 
place in the synagogue (v. 42) —no doubt the upper- 
most seats Jesus speaks of elsewhere. What was the 
glory which God had for them? John intimates in 
the preceding verse (41). “His glory” was the vision 
of Christ which Isaiah saw filling the temple of 
Heaven. What a contrast,—the little earthly syn- 
agogue with rams horn and talith and front seats 
and the throne of God with the Seraphim crying 
“Holy! Holy! Holy!” How often would I have 
gathered thy children together, episunagagein, that 
they might be under the instruction and guidance and 
rotection of the Son of God! But ye would not. 
ence at the gathering together with him, the great 
final episunogoge (2 Thess. 2:1), when his glory 
shall be revealed, they will be absent, 
New Hampton, N. H. 








How new-born Christians are standing 
steadfast in trial and testing 








Faith and Persecution in Belgium 


By Edith F. Norton 











belief is not right. 





A recent letter from the Directors of the Belgian Gospel Mission, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, tells of one 
Belgian Christian who, at the end of a special prayer day held at one of the stations, came with a box full of 
jewels that were very dear to her, saying that she wanted to forsake all for her blessed Lord. The value of the 
jewels was small, yet it meant a real sacrifice, and she gave them gladly for the Master’s sake. Who can esti- 
mate how many thousands, not only in needy Belgium, but the world around, might come to know the Lord Jesus 
all who claim him as their Saviour and Lord were willing to make the sacrifice in prayer or gifts that this 
umble Belgian Christian made 2? Any who desire to share in the work of the Belgian Gospel Mission may send 
their gifts to the Treasurer, Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


c.ous blood,” and it is found in many of our 

hymns, Our Belgian people know that they 
have scarlet sin stains that only the blood of the Son 
of God can purge away, and gladly do they bear wit- 
ness to the eflicacy of that “crimson tide.” 

This is the story of deliverances that have been 
experienced by men and women of Flanders, and the 
one who wrote of these incidents said at the very be- 
ginning, “These all—a man, his wife, their servant, 
and the servant’s mother — are now saved by the pre- 
cious blood of Jesus Christ, and they cannot find 
words to tell the joy they have in their hearts.” 

How did it all happen? One day an automobile 
drew up at our humble mission hall at O——, in 
Flanders. A man and his wife alighted. They had 
heard of the “new religion” taught there, and wished 
information. Before that time they had been regu- 
lar church attendants at the Catholic church, and 
their servant was planning later to go out as a nun 
to the Congo. Their investigation of this new teach- 
ing was thorough and sincere, and finally both the 
man and his wife accepted Christ as Saviour; later 
the servant also was converted. 

The man had a lace business of some importance, 
and soon it became known that he had forsworn his 
ancient faith and had become a Protestant. Then 
commenced the persecution. An officer of the Cath- 
olic church appeared and addressed himself to the 
man thus: “Well, what is this that you are doing? 
I hear you have a stock of Protestant books in your 
house, and you know very well that that is forbid- 
den!” The man replied, “I do not need anyone tc tell 
me what I shall do in my own house; and furthermore, 
how do you know that the books are bad ones? You 
have never seen them! Give me some proof that 
they are evil, and I will throw them away. Here, 
take one with you, look it over at home, and report 
on it to me later. Now you must excuse me, for I 
am very busy.” Angry, the man refused the book 
and took his leave. 

Next day it was the turn of the servant girl. She 
was sent for by the priest and commanded to appear 
immediately in his presence. She went, and soon 
found herself sitting in the reception hall engaged in 
earnest conversation with her aforetime spiritual ad- 
viser. 


O*: in Belgium we love to speak of the “pre- 


One who is not familiar with a Roman Catholic 
country that has been dominated for centuries by this 
church can scarcely realize the strength of the chains 
by which its devotees are held; chains of supersti- 
~~ ignorance, prejudice, long established custom, and 

ear. 

However, Belgium differs from other Catholic 
countries, in that millions of its population hold only 
the most nominal allegiance to the church, and many 
hundreds of thousands are openly antagonistic to it. 
And alas, there has been, until recent years, an almost 
negligible presentation of the true Gospet in this coun- 
try. Now in every Province of the land the doors 
are wide open for our entry, and since the beginning 
of the year ten new stations have been opened up, 
until now the preaching posts of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission number forty. 

Especially among the peasant women of Flanders 
has Rome had full and despotic sway, so the picture 
of a humble servant girl about to confront in argument 
a powerful priest of the church is a sight to awaken un- 
usual interest. And one will not forget to marvel, as 
we do constantly, that these simple souls, so newly 
born, learn so swiftly and deeply the hidden things 
of God. They feed on the Word with all simplicity 
and a full faith—that is the reason. 

“Stephanie, I must speak to you seriously” — thus 
the priest opened the conversation. “Do you know,” 
he continued, “that the man you are serving is a 
devil? You must leave his house immediately, and I 
will at once get a better place for you.” 

“Oh,” replied Stephanie, “if it ‘is so good to be 
with a devil, I shall certainly stay with him! You 
need not look for another place for me, for I am 
not.going to leave. I could have no better place than 
there where you think a devil lives.” 

“But you are not yet twenty-one, and must obey 
your mother,” said the priest angrily. 

“Yes, I know,” replied the girl, “but I believe my 
mother will allow me to stay.” 

At this the priest’s anger grew. “If you contradict 
me again,” he said, “I shall put you out of the girls’ 
meeting next Sunday, and then what will your friends 
say to that?” 

“You need not put me out of the girls’ meeting,” 
was her quick response, “for I am not coming any 
more, I have found something much better; and as 
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regards my friends, I intend telling them myself why 
I do not any longer come.” 

“All right,” said the priest, “I shall certainly speak 
to. your mother.” 

Thielt was the little village where lived Stephanie’s 
mother, One day shortly after, Stephanie was told 
that the Roman Church was holding a mission in her 
village and that another priest wished to talk to her. 
Reluctantly she presented herself for the mterview. 

“Well, dear child,” began the second priest, “what 
has happened to you? Has the Protestant from O—— 
deceived -you, as he has done many, others? They 
say,’ went on the priest smoothly, “that he has fallen 
in love with you, has given you two hundred francs 
and a new costume.” 

This was too much for poor Stephanie. “Sir,” she 
interrupted him, “I had no idea that you clergymen 
were so wicked! What you say is all lies and slander! 
That man is middle-aged and has a wife and three 
children! I do not know how you dare say such 
things! Please let me go, I want to go home.” 

Again it was the turn of priest Number One. 
“Stephanie,” he remarked, “we have been to see your 
parents, and they have said that if you do not leave 
your present post and take one that we have secured 
for you, where you will earn far more than you do at 
present, they are going to compel you to work in a 
factory.” 

Poor Stephanie on her return told her mistress what 
had transpired, and her mistress went in person to 
Thielt to talk with the parents. To her relief .she 
found that there was no truth in what he priest had 
said; they had not even been to Stephanie’s home, 
The mother especially was very indignant that such 
things had been said to her daughter. 

Now, as the next link in the chain, Stephanie’s 
mother came to the Gospel hall at O—— and was 
genuinely converted. In her own home she welcomed 
the worker from O——, and gathered other women 
together to hear the message. She searched the Scrip- 
tures and made rapid progress in spiritual understand- 
ing. 

Then came the mother’s turn to have a priestly visit. 
He questioned her as to her new faith, and she de- 
clared bravely that she had learned how to be saved. 
“I must speak straightly,” she told him; “the Catholic 
have many children for whom 
I am responsible to God, and I must know how to 
teach them the true way, and now I know that I have 
learned it from the Protestant at O-——.” / 

“But,” replied the priest, “every doctrine outside of 
our church is false; ours is the only true church, you 
have always been taught that.” 

“Yes,” answered the woman, “I have always been 
taught that, but I believe it is wrong, and I can prove 
it. For many years now I have prayed the saints 
to deliver my husband from drink, but they cannot 
hear, nor can they do anything for me.” Then she 
added, “You, a priést, who say you can forgive our 
sins, do you know whether your own sins are ‘for- 
given? And where you will go when you die?” 

“How dare you ask me such a thing?” asked the 
priest, “we can never know that!” 

“But I,” replied the woman, “know now that all 
my ‘sins are forgiven through the precious blood of 
Christ, and I know, too, that I shall go to Heaven 
when I die, because of what the Lord has done for me.” 

“So you think the church is in error?” asked the 
priest. . 

“Yes, decidedly,” came the answer. “You know I 
have always been an earnest Catholic, but I can hon- 
estly tell you that never have I had peace or rest of 
heart. Now, since I know the way of salvation, all 
is changed; the doubt and anguish have gone, and I 
am a happy woman, without the intercession of the 
saints. I know also that the Lord Jesus is able to 
change my husband, and I am sure that he will do it.” 

Then the priest said, “Do you know, madam, if 
I could be sure the Catholic Church is in error, I 
would leave it. May I take this little book with me?” 
indicating the New Testament, and thus he left her. 

Next there came a visit from two nuns. They liter- 
ally wept over the woman as they reminded her of 
their care of her the previous summer when she had 
experienced a severe illness. “And to think,” they 
said, “that now when Holy Mary has healed you, that 
you leave the church, merely because you have been 
reading some bad books!” 

“Sisters,” replied the mother, “I pity you far more 
than you pity me. You know nothing but what you 
are taught by the priests, and whatever they tell you, 
you believe. I have searched the Scriptures, which 
you are not allowed to do.” 

So these nuns left the house, but not without hav- 
ing taken from the open cupboard, in a moment when 
the woman’s back was turned, all her precious stock 
of books, 

So was formed the little nucleus of believers at the 
small town of Thielt in Flanders. 

The worker at O , shortly after these inter- 
views, paid them another visit, and they told him that 
they had been looking for a hall that they might rent, 
in which to hold weekly meetings. They were able 
to report that one had been secured, a hall formerly 
used by the Socialists, but in disuse then. They long 
to purchase it some day, and say it could be secured 
for twenty-five thousand francs, or about one thou- 





es nana ea Mand mam 

















ee a ee 


















tte ee ee 


wesson for August 14 
2 Samuel 2: 1-4; 5: 1-53 6: 2-193 Psalm 24 


sand dollars, with cost of transfer: They know too 
well the peril of counting upon renting property in 
their fanatical environment. 

Meantime, a band of twenty men and women, Thielt’s 
small Gospel contingent, seek to go from time to 
time to O-—- to hear the Gospel, although for them 
the distance is prohibitive, unless they can perforce 
hire a motor bus. 

This same worker at O—— has many a night visit 
from men hungering for the Gospel, who are not yet 
hardy-spirited enough to risk being seen approaching 
the Gospel hall in the daytime. 

One night it was an old man who, after conversa- 
tion, bought a New Testament and departed. A young 
boy in the home, Gentiel by name, read it with deep 
interest. He returned to O—— to have a personal 
talk with our worker. Thereafter almost every night 
found him at O—— in the pursuit of his quest for the 
truth. One night he declared that he had -received 
Christ as his Saviour. 

At home his persecution was intense. His precious 
Bible was burned; he was forced to go to mass, un- 
der the guardianship of two elder brothers, as it were, 
jailers. He was forbidden to return to our hall at 
O——. Finally, when Easter came, he was commanded 
to go to confession, but this he refused to do. So 
passed several months, until, in the good providence 
of God, one day unexpectedly encountered our 
worker upon the road. Quickly he explained his en- 
forced absence from the meetings, and begged for 


- another Testament, which the worker gladly gave 


him. Then it came to pass that for Gentiel the sanc- 
tuary of God became a clump of thick bushes along 
a canal, and there he read his precious Book in peace, 
and met in sweetest communion his Saviour and Lord. 
This is what he reported later to Mr. M——, “Glorious 
times I have there, and my Saviour gives me much 
power and courage to talk about him with the fisher- 
men who live on the canal banks.” - 

How blessed:are the consolations that abound “with 
persecutions” to these dear folks of Flanders! 

PHILADELPHIA. 


ve 
David’s Constructive Conquests 


This thoughtful sidelight on the current International Uniform 
Lessons on the man after God’s own heart is taken from Philip 
E. Howard's book, ‘‘ The Many Sided David”’ ($1.15, postage 
10 cents). Another valuable lesson help for the present series 
is “Men Who Dared,"’ by Charles G. Trumbull ( Teachers’ 
edition, cloth 90 cents, paper 65 cents, postage 7 cents. Students’ 
edition, 15 cents, $1.50 a dozen, postage ten percent additional). 
Both of these books may be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


CoN. is a deep passion of the human heart. 
To rise above circumstances, to surmount diffi- 
culties, to gain great ends through the spending of 
toil and life itself are dominant themes in the epic 
of human progress. The conqueror stands out among 
men as a mountain above the plain. 

We are not always discriminating in our ideals 
of conquest, or in our praise of conquerors. Men 
who have swept like flame over lands that have been 
left by them seared and blackened by stark ruin have 
been set up by history as notable landmarks; we our- 
selves have nOt been entirely blind to the goal of self- 
promotion as a desirable end. The lust for gain has 
awakened in many a man and woman powers that have 
worked out into the results that were deliberately 
sought for self, but powers that were in this way per- 
verted and misapplied. Many a man, whose life has 
been spent for selfish gain, would give anything now 
to turn back the hands on the dial of time and begin 
anew, with very different objectives. What conquest 

_ brings to one’s personality and equipment and pos- 
sessions depends for its value on the spirit and the ob- 
jectives of the conqueror. 

None of the glamor of the Orient, none of the 
raw exposures of primitive ideals, none of the things 
that we cannot possibly admire in David will very 
long shut us from the secret of his daring, his zeal, 
his masterly leadership as a conqueror and conserver 
in a chaotic time. Everywhere we, too, have seen the 
vision that beckoned him, as we have studied even a 
few episodes of his career. Through it all is a tre- 
mendous God-consciousness, a sense of mission, a 
movement of events swift, irresistible, kaleidoscopic, 
and amazing even to David, who, with all his buoyant 
aggressiveness and resourcefulness, is astounded and 
humbled again and again to find that One wiser and 
swifter and infinitely stronger than he has gone be- 
fore him. David is never a merely passive instrument, 
but always aglow with the energy of the utterly 
sanguine temperament. Yet he is ever finding himself 
in a new post of responsibility with achievements back 
of him and opportunities ahead that he cannot ac- 
count for by what he knows. of his own abilities. An- 
other hand, not his own, had placed him there. 

In the eighteen years from his crowning at Hebron 
to the close of the Ammonite wars, when the He- 
brew monarchy became strongly established, David is 
distinctly in his period of conquest. In the midst of 
this period David’s purpose to build a house for Je- 
hovah was given expression. Not added grandeur 

for himself was to accrue from his conquests, but 
in a time of respite his heart longed to give recog- 
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nition to Jehovah in the most permanent way. And 
when his purpose was altered by, the declared plan 
of Jehovah, David’s thought is not of his own merit. 
He wonders at God’s lovingkindness to him, and to the 
posterity of such a man as he knows himself to be. 
“Who am I, O Lord Jehovah, and what is my house, 
that thou hast brought me thus far? ... And what 
can David say more unto thee? for thou knowest thy 
servant, O Lord Jehovah. For thy word’s sake and 
according to thine own heart, hast thou wrought all 
this greatness, to make thy servant kncw it” (2 Sam. 
73 10, 20, St) 

_ Is this attitude of David’s in contrast to our own 
in any way? Most of us are influenced by the spell 
of conquests that exalt self. Twce men stood one 
night on the hillside campus of an Eastern college, 
looking down a_valley where the twinkling lights and 
the flaring fires of mile upon mile of steel works 
shone in*ihe misty dark. “That’s our problem with 
the fellows here,” said the younger man, waving his 
hand toward the vast enterprise. He was the secre- 
tary of the College Christian Association, and he 
spoke from experience. “That’s their ideal, the big- 
gest thing they know—to be a big man in that is 
what most of them hope for. It’s hard to show them 
the demands of Christ upon a man’s life when the 
kind of success represented over there seems so at- 
tractive.” The older man understood. He was him- 
self one who had been led to turn away from the 
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lure of big business to Christian service, and his heart 
went out to the boys before whose eyes, day after 
day and night after night, the huge works were ham- 
mering out “success.” Conquest indeed, but with what 
motives, what reactions on character, what objectives 
that would lead the masters of enterprise, and those 
whom they could influence, into fellowship with 
Christ? Sometimes our conquests are too costly. 

True conquest for God is. always constructive. It 
may sweep away abuses, destroy evils, change the 
empnasis from one good movement to another, but 
it always builds. Cleansing”nre may be its advance 
guard; constructive rebuilding is its rear guard. If 
God removes a people who defy him, and reject him, 
and do al! ‘n their power to destroy purity and holi- 
ness in the land, it is only to make clear the ground 
for the upbuilding of a righteous commonwealth of 
serviceable and zbiding qualities. We who have only 
a dim conception of what sin means in God’s sight 
very easily indulge in foolish questions about God’s 
exterminating retribution. “The wages of sin is 
death,” and nothing less. Anda David's conquests, 
while we cannot find in ourselves any sympathy with 
certain of their furious excesses, are nothing more 
or less in their larger aspects than the rearrangement 
of national conditions, looking toward a stable state 
designed for great purposes of righteousness, and well 
within the province of the God who knows the infinite 
horror of sin. 
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“Wake Up’ a Class | 


By H. W. Buckwalter 














i im use of notebooks in the Sunday-school may not 
be altogether new to some teachers. Probably 
we would make more progress if we would prayerfully 
and wisely use them more. The idea of writing a 
book may appeal to some, and help in removing diffi- 
culties. Under the thoughtful direction of the teacher 
this can be made easy and very profitable, and may be 
the means of arousing real enthusiasm in a backward 
class. The present course of lessons is admirably 
suited for this method of study. 

Have your pupils provide themselves with a ten- 
cent composition book and a pencil. On the outside 
front cover paste a paper on which to write or draw 
a cover design. This will cover up the printing and 
give the books an air of individuality. For a title 
have them write, “Forty Kings in Review,” “A 
Book of Kings,’ “Two Ancient Kingdoms,” “The 
Making and Unmaking of Kings,” or some other title 
according to the pupil’s fancy. Underneath the title 
= appear the pupil’s name—the “author” of the 

ook." 

_ The first page, of course, will be the title page. The 
title page of almost any book can be used as a model. 
The second page will have “Table of Contents” at the 
top, and will be filled in as the book progresses. The 
third page can be left blank for introductory notes. 
The real work now begins on page four. From here 
on throughout the book write the main outlines on the 
left-hand page, and the spiritual applications and 
lessons on the right-hand page. 

The object in view in writing this book is to-make 
an outline of the reign of all the kings of Judah and 
Israel. We will need to use wisdom about telling our 
pupils how big a task we have in mind. Probably we 
had better keep that in the background, and lure them 
on one step at a time rather than discourage them by 
telling them how much ground we wish to cover. 

In preparing the lessons, have the pupils read over a 
given portion and jot down the main events with the 
references. Under the main heads put down the minor 
events. This work is only dividing the Bible chapters 
into heads and subheads. If they find pictures or short 
articles that will help to illustrate the lesson, these can 
be pasted in the “book” in their proper places. The 
Sunday-school quarterlies will furnish one good source 
of supply. 

The recitation period will be devoted to preparing 
the material for copying into the books in permanent 
form. For this work the blackboard will be in con- 
stant use. I use a piece of beaver board, three by four 
feet, covered with cheap print paper clipped on at each 
corner with clothespins. Black wax crayon is excel- 
lent for writing. I find this more satisfactory than 
the regular blackboard. On this board write out the 
material as it should appear in the “books.” Let the 
class do this work as far as possible, while the teacher 
guides and gives final shape and form to the order of 
the writing. 

As we proceed, our outline will assume a form some- 
thing like the following: 


Ture Rericn or Savt—toos to 1056 B.C. 

1. High priest: Ahimelech. 

2. Prophets: Samuel, Gad. 

3. Saul was anointed by Samuel at Ramah, publicly 
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proclaimed king at Mizpeh, and finally made king by 
the people at Gilgal. 
4. Invasion of the Ammonites (1 Sam. 11). 
(1) Saul collected an army of 33,000 men. 
(2) Annihilation of the Ammonite army. 
(3) Saul publicly proclaimed king. 
5. Saul chose a standing army of 3,000 men, 
6. First Philistine war (1 Sam. 13). 
(1) Cause: Jonathan smote a Philistine garrison. 
(2) Philistines mobilized 30,000 chariots, 6,000 
horsemen, and infantry without number. 
(3) Saul’s army decimated by desertions — only 
men remained loyal. 
(4) Saul’s impatience caused him to forfeit his 
kingdom. 
(5) Jonathan’s strategy (1 Sam. 14). 
(6) The self-destruction of the Philistines. 
(7) The episode of Jonathan and the honey. 
_ 7. Victories over Moab, Ammon, Edom, Zobah, Phi- 
listines, 
8. The Amalekite war (1 Sam. 15). 
(1) Cause: See Exodus 17: 8-14. ; 
(2) Saul commissioned to carry out the divine 
command. 
(3)Incomplete obedience of Saul. 
(4) ‘Samuel’s last message to Saul. 
9. David quietly anointed king (1 Sam. 16). 
10. Second Philistine war (i Sam. 17). 
(1) Cause: Philistine aggression. 
(2) Challenge of Goliath. 
(3) David’s acceptance. 
(4) Route of the Philistines. : 
(5) Triumphant return of the victors, 
11. Saul’s hatred for David (1 Sam. 18). 
12. Third Philistine war (1 Sam. 19: 8). 
13. Saul’s increased hatred for David (1 Sam. 19 
to 27). 
14. Death of Samuel (1 Sam. 25:1). 
15. Fourth Philistine war (1 Sam. 28). 
es Cause: Philistine aggression. 
2) Saul consults a spiritualist at En-dor, 
(3) David a refugee among the Philistines. 
(a2) Prevented from fighting against Israel, 
(b) Avenges invasion of the Amalekites, 
(4) Defeat of Israel. 
(5) Death of Jonathan. 
(6)Saul commits suicide. 
(7) David's lamentation for Saul (2 Sam. 1). 


The making of these cold outlines in itself is a very 
valuable exercise. It familiarizes the student with the 
contents of the books studied, and gives him the proper 
perspective and relative importance of the different 
events. This, in turn, gives the only safe foundation - 
for the drawing of conclusions and the making of 
applications and lessons. Too much emphasis cannot 
be placed upon the importance of acquiring an accurate 
knowledge of the events recorded in these thrilling 
books of the Old Testament. But while the teacher 
is thus helping his pupils to lay this true historical 
foundation he should not neglect to point out at the 
same time the valuable lessons the various events teach. 


Upranp, CAL. 
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LESSON 7. AUGUST 14. DAVID BRINGS THE ARK TO JERUSALEM 


International Uniform Lesson.—2 Samuel 2:1-4; 5:1-5; 6: 1-15; Psalm 24 i 
Golden Text.— We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, thy holy temple.— Psa. 65: 4. 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


HE ee reveals God as the God of the 

infinitely small as well as of the infinitely great. 

There is as much skill and as strict attention to 
invariable laws in the structure of a bee’s wing as in 
the tail of a comet. Modern research has shown that 
there is as much complexity or order and arrange- 
ment in the, structure of the atom as there is in the 
solar system. We have to do with a God who is a 
God of order and of infinite care for little things. 
Therefore his children are to be distinguished by the 
same characteristic. Carelessness, laziness, and a slip- 
shod way of doing things are unworthy of a child 
of God. This applies to school work, home duties, and 
business responsibilities as well as to the services of 
God’s house. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Samuel 2: 3.—David went up by direct command- 
ment of Jehovah. He seems to have shrunk from 
acting without special divine guidance. The reasons 
were, first, that the Philistines held the land in pos- 
session, and, secondly, that Abner and the house of 
Saul were -bitterly hostile. Hebron is one of the most 
ancient sites of the world. Its original name was 
Kirjath-arba, the city of Arba, so-called after the 
father of Anak, the progenitor of the Anakim (Josh. 
14:15; 21:11). It was sometimes called Mamre, 
doubtless from the name of that Amorite chieftain who 
had been Abraham’s friend and ally (Gen. 23:19). 
Abraham’s family tomb lies here. , It was assigned to 
Caleb at the conquest of Canaan, and made a city of 
refuge (Josh, 21: 13). For seven years and a half 
it was David’s capital (2 Sam. 5:5). The town was 
rebuilt after the captivity, but afterward was taken 
by the Edomites from whom it was retaken by Judas 
Maccabeus. Coming to later years it was burned 
down by one of Vespasian’s generals shortly before 
the destruction of Jerusalem, in A. D. 70. 

Verse 4.—There they anointed David king. As in 
Saul’s case, so also in David's: private anointing was 
now followed by a public ceremony. Psalm 27 bears 
in the Septuagint version the title “Before the Anoint- 
ing,” and may, perhaps, have been composed for this 
time, 

Chapter 5:1, 2—TZhen came all the tribes. Thus 
God overruled evil for good. <A series of revolting 
crimes had led up to this, Yet what the nation needed 
supremely was unification, and that could become pos- 
sible only under some strong central authority. David 
was the one man who could accomplish this. So God 
will yet, one day, make even the sins of wicked doers 
contribute to the setting up of the universal dominion 
of Christ. 

Note the three reasons for the action of the elders 
of Israel: David was a native born prince, not a 
foreigner; they had had experience of his successful 
leadership before Saul’s enmity had made him an out- 
law; and they were consciously fulfilling God’s pro- 
a. word. The age was a rough and a cruel one. 

et David’s piety was making its influence felt in 
the counsels of the nation, 

Verse 3—David was not destined to any bed of 
roses. The national consciousness was yet scarcely 
born. There was no capital city and, therefore, 
no seat of government nor center of worship. The 
people were, more or less, intermingled with their 
foes. And these foes were their equals in, strength 
and valor, and their superiors in equipment. Humanly 
speaking, David had only two assets: (1) The people 
were sick of having the miseries of civil war contin- 
ually added to the iorrors of invasion and were ready 
to welcome the establishment of some central authority 
that all could recognize and respect, and (2) David's 
own personal popularity. 

he first need was a capital. It must be strong 
enough to withstand the raids and hazards of border 
warfare. But David’s capital, when he captured it, 
was little more than a hill fort. In its situation it 
contained but few ot the elements that go to make for 
greatness in cities, whether in ancient or modern times. 
Jerusalem has become the most important city in all 
the earth, not because of its military or commercial 
importance, but because it had been identified in the 
providence of God with the proclamations of his truth 
and stands before men today as the-visible embodiment 
of revelation. 

Chapter 6: 12.—Obed-edom. He is described as a 
Gittite (v. 11); the meaning of this is not quite clear. 
There was a Gath in Philistia (2 Sam. 1: 20), and if 
the appellation refers to this town ‘then Obed-edom 


_ ther steps. 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2 Sam. 2:3, 43 531-33 6: 12-15 


2:3 And his men that were with him did David bring 
up, every man with his household: and they dwelt in the 
cities of Hebron. 4 And the men of Judah came, and 
there they anointed David king over tae house of Judah. 

And they told David, saying, The men of Jabesh-gilead 
were they that buried Saul. 


5:1 Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto 
Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and 
thy flesh. 2 In times past, when Saul we- king over us, it 
was thou that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and 
Jehovah said to thee, Thou shalt be shepherd of my people 
Israel, and thou shalt be ! prince over Israel. 3 So all the 
elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David 
made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah: and 
they anointed David king over Israei. 


6:12 And it was told king David, saying, Jehovah. hath 
blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth 
unto him, because of the ark of God. And David went 
and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed- 
edom into the city of David with joy. 13 And it was so, 
that, when they that bare the ark of Jehovah had gone 
six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14 And David 
danced before Jehovah with all his might; and David was 
girded with a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the house 
of Israel brought up the ark of Jehovah with shouting, and 
with the sound of the trumpet. : 
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was a Philistine. If this was the case, it is a very 
remarkable instance of Ged’s mercy and goodness find- 
ing an outlet even among those who had been bitter 
enemies to his people. There was also a city named 
Gath-rimmon (Josh, 21:24), and this city, was assigned 
to the Kohathite family of the Levites as one: of the 
cities of refuge (Josh. 21:20-24). If this was the 
origin of Obed-edom’s title, then it is likely that he 
himself was a Levite. And if a Levite, then a Kohath- 
ite and, therefore, one of those Levites to whom had 
been entrusted the duty and privilege of bearing the 
ark (Num. 4: 4, 15). This seems much the more prob- 
able explanation. ut, of course, it is not acceptable 
to those destructive critics who cannot believe that 
Moses really gave Israel the jaw. The reason tor 
David’s choice of Obed-edom in this crisis as the man 
to whom the custody of the ark should be entrusted is 
not given at all except in the very elliptical reference 
to his appellation. And this fact censtitutes one of 
those powerful indirect coincidences to which I re- 
ferred in last week’s lesson. 

The Lord hath blessed. This. is in marked contrast 
to the death of Uzzah (6:7). Uzzah’s death staggered 
even David. He was plainly terrified.” And it was 
only when he learned after three months of experi- 
ment that there was nothing to be feared if only God’s 
commands were obeyed that he dared to take any fur- 
This explains the seeming harshness of 
David’s action with regard to Obded-edom: It sounds 
as if David were too great a coward to experiment 
himself, but that as soon as he discovered that the 
presence of the ark meant blessing and not destruc- 
tion then he wanted to seize that blessing for himself. 
But if Obed-edom was a Kohathite, then all is simple 
and «clear. The episode showed that God had meant 
just what he said in the enactments of the Levitical 
law. There was blessing in obedie:fGe just as there 
had been judgment following upon disobedience. This 
made David’s course plain. The bringing in of. the 
ark would be a blessing both to king and people. But 
it must be done according to God’s command and in 
God’s way (cf. 1 Chron. 15:15). Further, it should 
be observed. that Obed-edom is specifically named 
among the Levites (1 Chron. 15:28) as a harpist and 
(15:24) one of the two doorkeepers for the ark. 

Verse 14.—David danced. Dancing as a sacred ex- 
ercise is not to be confused witn the dancing in the 
ballroom in which both sexes jcin. Ephod. The 
ephod was a kind of tunic. It was the characteristic 
garment of the high priest (Exod. 28:4), but the 
same term is sometimes applied to the clothes of the 
other priests it. 1 Sam, 22:18). The high priest’s 
ephod was differentiated from others by having at- 


tached to it the breastplate with the Urim and Thum- 
min. A kind of ephod was worn by Samuel (1 Sam, 
2:18) as well as by David here. But the. priestly 
ephod was always of fine linen, while the others were 
made of ordinary, linen, 


Verse 15.—With shouting, and with the sound of 
the trumpet. For the details of the ceremony see I 
Chronicles 15. 


Golden Topics 


1. “To the one we are the savour of death unto 
death; and to the other the savour of life unto life” 
(2 Cor, 2:16). It must have been a strange scene 
when the. ark was being brought on that first tragic 
stage of its journey to Jerusalem. There was the 
noise and excitement of an Eastern crowd, also music 
— which perhaps would have sounded discordant to 
our ears—and the cries and shouts of jubilation. It 
was a wild scene in which there was a dangerous re- 
semblance to the frenzy of unbridled Eastern license, 
No doubt there were true hearts among the crowd, 
and none truer than the king’s. We must beware of 
applying the tests of New Testament times to the 
doings of that age. Conviction of sin for having left 
the ark so long forgotten would have been more ap- 
propriate than this tumultuous excitement. 

Yet with all this it remains true that the rejoicing 
crowd expresses something that should be an integral 
element of all true worship of God. “The fruit of 
the Spirit is... joy” (Gal. 5:22). “In thy pres- 
ence is fulness of joy” (Psa. 16:11). So both Old 
and New Testaments unite in assuring us what it will 
mean to us to realize God’s presence. But the real 
meaning of much of the gladness of that day becomes 
apparent as we consider the strange fate of Uzzah. 
Abinadab was a Levite (1 Chron. 15:11) and, there- 
fore, of course, his sons also, They ought to have 
known the law of God. It was their duty to do so, 
A cart might be all very well for ignorant Philistines 
(1 Sam. 6: 7-11), but the Levites should have known. 
The whole incident argues a lack of reverence that is 
very significant.- All his life Uzzah had been accus- 
tomed to the presence of the ark in his father’s house, 
In his case familiarity had bred something like con- 
tempt. The awe-fulness of the symbol of the pres- 
ence of God was absent from his mind, and, therefore, 
we may suppose from the minds of others also. 

‘Some will think that the punishment was excessive. 
But we have to remember, not merely the position of 
the offender. This in itself is a solemn thing. 
we who know more of God’s truth than others do 
need to have impressed upon our minds the fact of the 
responsibility that this very knowledge carries with 
it. Also we must remember the times, the national 
neglect of God, the acquiescence in heathenism, the 
carelessness that had left the ark where it had been for 
seventy years, Saul’s irreligiousness, and the critical 
character of that moment as the beginning of a new 
era. It was of importance to imprint deeply, the les- 
son of reverence upon the thoughts of that rude age. 
Further, God in his punishments does not follow man’s 
ideas, who look upon death as such a dreadful thing, 
it is scarcely necessary to add that there is in Uzzah’s 
doom no reference to an eternal destiny, any more 
than in the case of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5. 

But the ark, which had been the occasion of judg- 
ment to one Levite, became an occasion of blessing to 
another member of the same tribe. Obed-edom had 
no idols. There was no irreverent curiosity (1 Sam. 
6:19) and no rash presumption in his house. He 
feared and served the God of the ark, and so the 
presence. that had been a source of disaster to others 
was life and health to him and his. It is always thus. 
The very same things or persons may be either, a 
blessing or a bane. It all depends upon our attitude 
toward them. The same sun that melts wax bakes clay. 
The very presence of God which makes Heaven to 
the child of God makes hell to the man who is 
estranged from him. 


2. The laws of worship—There is an old legal 
maxim that declares that ignorance of the law is no de- 
fense against condemnation for its breach. In human 
relationships men everywhere recognize that men have 
the right to settle the conditions upon which they shall 
be approached. Every royal court has its etiquette. 
And even in.a republic certain necessary observances 
grow up for the regulation of the intercourse between 
the people and the men whom they choose to places 
of authority among them. Such regulations are in- 
evitable. Otherwise, the business of the common- 
wealth could never go on. They are inevitable, too, 
because they are the necessary way of expressing that 
respect for office that is bound up in the true func- 
tioning of the State. k 

Yet_men are very prone to imagine that in dealing 
with God nothing of the kind is necessary. It is true 
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Lessen for August 14 
2 Samuel 2: 1-4; 5: 1-5; 6: 1-15; Psalm 24 


that man-made regulations are utterly out of placé in 
the courts of God. Man has no right to prescribe 

sture or ritual for coming into the presence of God. 

ut God may prescribe what conditions he chooses. 
One of the sad features of so much of our Christian 
worship today is the way in which God’s commands 
are ignored or explained away when they happen to 
clash with man’s ideas of what is binding. For ex- 
ample, nothing could be clearer than God's prohibi- 
tion of idolatry, and yet Christians will persist in mak- 
ing and bowing down to idols in spite of what the 
Bible says. It is “will worship” (Col, 2: 23). 


A Lesson Outline 

1. Worship no excuse for willfulness. They that 
worship God “must worship him in spirit and in truth” 
(John 4: 24). 

2. The importance of obedience in worship. This 
applies to what seem to us little things. “These ought 
ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone’ 
(Matt. 23: 23). 

3. True worship is a matter of the heart and not of 
outward show. “This people ... honoureth me with 
their lips; but their heart is far from me” (Matt. 15: 


The Practical Aim ; 

To get the class to see the importance of little things 
and the significance that attaches to our way of doing 
them. 


Final Word 

“We'll bring the little duties we have to do each day, 
We'll try our best to please Him at home, at school, at play; 
And these shall be the treasures we offer to our King, 
And these are gifts that even the poorest child may bring.” 


"FuNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OW had the ark been lost to Israel? 
2. Why did David wish to bring the ark to Jerusalem? 

3. When had David before attempted to bring the ark 
back? 

4 Why had the previous attempt to bring the ark to 
Jerusalem failed? 

5. What had been the tragic result of the previous 
“attempt? 

6. Why should David have known better than to attempt 
the removal of the ark as described in 2 Samuel 6: 1-8? 

z7..Why were God’s rules so necessary? 

8. What was the difference between the manner of bear- 
ing the ark of the covenant in David’s two attempts to 
bring it up to Jerusalem? 

9. What constantly recurring phrases in 2 Samuel 5, 6 are 
echoed in David’s great Psglm celebrating this event, the 
Twenty-fourth? 

10. What phrase in Psalm 24 reveals David’s consciousness 
of sin in his first manner of bringing the ark to Jerusalem? 

1%. What other similarly summary punishments (like 
Uzzah’s) has God visited upon direct disobediences, as re- 
corded in his Word? 

12, What reason can you give for special cases of sum- 
mary punishment in contrast with the usual long-suffering 
of God? 

13. Compare David’s recovery, or correction of his course, 
with Cain’s failure at a somewhat similar experience. 

14. Is there a New Testament comparison appropriate to 
this lesson? 

15. Is it possible that you might be missing happy ex- 
periences in your efforts to do God’s work,—through a 
mistake similar to David’s first effort at removing the ark? 

16. What. might have been another good Golden Text for 
this lesson? ‘ 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Two Pieces of Advice.—Jehovah hath blessed the 
jiouse of “Obed-edom ... because of the ark of God 
(6:12). It is as good a risk as insuring pig iron 
under water from fire to insure happiness and 
all blessings to that home in which the ark of 
God is stored in the living room. Note the word 
“stored.” not “parked.” There to stay. Also 
note “in the living room’ and not out in the 
loft over the garage. Life would be so simple and 
easy for every one could we get every one to be- 
lieve this statement is true. When any of my young 
folks fall in love and marry I am on hand with two 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 3.—Saul Chosen King ........s00000- 1 Samuel 9 to 11 
2. July 1o.—Samuel’s Farewell ......sseeeeeress 1 Samuel 12 
3. July 17—Samuel Anoints David ...... 1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
4 July 24.—David and Goliath ........eeeeeeeees 1 Samuel 17 
5. July 31.—David and Jonathan ...... 1 Samuel 18 : 1-4; 

19 34-73 20: 1-42; 23: 18-18; 2 Samuel 1 : 17-29 
6. August 7.—David Spares Saul .......-+.-00+ 1 Samuel 26 


7. August 14.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel Z; 1-4; 5: 1-5; 6: 1-15; Psalm 24 
8 August 21.—God’s Promise to David ...1 Chronicles 17 
9. August 28.—Nathan Leads David to Repentance 
2 Samuel 11:1 to 12:25 
10. September 4.—Solomon’s Wise Choice. ..1 Kings 3 : 4-15 
1x, September 11.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple.1 Kings 8 
12. September 18.—The Kingdom Divided ...1 Kings 12 : 1-24 
13. September 25.—Review: The Early Kings of Israel 








items of advice — which all of them don’t take. The 
first is: Set up a family altar, which is only another 
way of saying, “Set the ark of the Lord up in the liv- 
ing room.” At the family altar all domestic ques- 
tions and problems find a clearing house. Even the 
“help” puzzle is solved there as has been pointed out 
sO many times in this Corner. It is there the maid 
finds her mistress to be human as they kneel side by 
side and talk to God about the things of the family. 
The second item of advice is: Buy a big, well-bound 
journal and start a log of the family just as does 
the captain of the ship. He puts down every night 
his latitude and longitude (“where he is at’), the 
weather, and all other happenings of the voyage. Not 
a diary, but a daily record of family things. We 
Ridgways have done this for all our married life. 
It has saved us many a dollar and the book is evi- 
dence in any court. Our: daughter can read her whole 
life from that night when the doctor said, “It is a girl,” 
down to the days when she has boys and a girl of 
her own. The volumes are the most valuable and most 
interesting in my library. Some day some one may dig 
into these books and find the picture of a Twentieth 
Century Obed-edom home. For starting out with 
Christ as the Head of our house, as the motto on the 
wall proclaims, our life has been one long summer 
song. Yes, we have had the little white casket in the 
living room and the counting of the nickels and dimes, 
but we have always had “the ark of God” and blessing 
(Phil. 4:6; Isa. 26:3). 


The Dance Question.—And David danced before 
Jehovah with all his might (v. 14). When “young 
Jim Roberts, the Presbyterian preacher,” was fighting 
our dancing class as only a Scotchman can fight any- 
thing he thinks is an evil, this is the incident to which 
I referred him in the defense of our light fantastic 
toes. I afterward came into the church under this 
same “Presbyterian preacher” —and largely because 
down in my heart I honored him for his vigorous 
stand against those things he considered bad for young 
folks and the community: When I joined up, he was 
“the Rev. James Roberts, D.D.” to me! Even the sin- 
ner likes a man with “go.” The difference between 
David’s dancing and the usual variety is that David 
did his “before the Lord.” When the question comes 
up, and nowadays it is always “up” in those families 
where there are live young folks, this is the way to 
solve it. Our forefathers did not fox trot through 
dance halls and cabarets into divorce mills and China- 
towns, so it is useless to quote grandmother in de- 
fense of the present — well, you know how they do 
it. Grandmother’s dignified and graceful tripping 
through a Virginia reel was an entirely different af- 
fair than what we see today.. That beautiful prom- 
enade to music was a cousin to the more rapid pussy- 
wants-a-corner. The colored folks peeking in the 
windows at the “quality” in the big house, invented 
their amusing variant known as “the cake walk.” In 
this the couple whoe can promenade with greatest 
“style” and “form” are the winners and “take the 
cake.” This was before the jazz age. When the main- 
spring of your agility is the same as that of David's, 
you can go ahead and dance your legs off and remain 
a member’ in good standing. No one ever danced 
downhill in dancing for religious joy (Psa. 150: 4; 
Luke 15:25). When we raised our allotment for 
the new church Sallie Jones and I surely did cut a 
“pigeon-wing” and we swung corners to “Old Dan 
Tucker,” which we sang with a holy enthusiasm be- 
cause of our joy in having done a big thing (for us) 
before Jehovah. If you catch the idea, go dance that 
way all you like! ; 


God’s Country.—The earth is the Lord’s, and the 
fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein 
(Psa. 24:1). Here you have a fine sample of David's 
dance music. His own composition, words and musie. 
When the young folks dance to music of this sort 
there will be no concern in the hearts of father and 
mother in this matter of “modern amusements.” No 
church organization will have to debate at length 
whether or not it shall let down somewhat in its de- 
mands upon its young people. We and the whole uni- 
verse are under a great Proprietor, The one whole 
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urpose of that Proprietor is to make the world as 
1appy as he has made it beautiful. The earth is a 
place where “every prospect pleases, and only man is 
vile.” In those places where there is not prosperity 
and happiness there is just one reason. Vile men. 
There are only two animals that get drunk and make 
misery. Man is one and a skunk over in Africa is the 
other, One of these drunken skunks, while on his 
spree, killed one of Dan Crawford’s black “boys.” 
Dan told me about it. It was this way: God put 
sweetness into the world he has made iy ine shape 
of honey, just as he also put rye and corn and grapes. 
The African skunk takes the honey and hides it in the 
ground where it ferments and produces alcohol and 
then goes on his debauch. As for man,—oh, well, 
don’t we all know, alas! only too well. And isn’t 
this America of ours changing the condition as fast 
as centuries-old habits and customs can be changed? 
We call ours “God’s country” in ‘our colloquialism. 
When you ride over it you see that almost every town 
has its many beautiful and comfortable homes. Even 
where the wage earners live we find the roses climb- 
ing over the porches, and beautiful lamps throw cheer- 
ful light out of front windows and reveal solid com- 
fort within. In the decade since John Barleycorn we 
have seen the church displace the saloon with many 
workman, and the artisan’s and the mill man’s children 
(in Coatesville, at any rate) cannot be told from any 
other in the general happiness and prosperity of “God’s 
country” (Psa. 144: 15). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 

we 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF COHERENCE.—Relate the les- 
sons one to another so as to develop a connected 
and consistent body of truth. 








UR lessons are moving forward now with David 

as the central and unifying figure, but the move- 
ment is so rapid here that we need for the interpre- 
tation of the present lesson what we sometimes desig- 
nate as “the connecting links.” “In the last lesson we 
saw David sparing Saul as the anointed of the Lord, 
but here we see him as the Lord’s anointed, and Saul 
has passed out of the picture. But we need to know 
how it all came about. Here we have David bringing 
up the ark of the Lord to Jerusalem. But behind all 
this there lie not only the fact of David’s previous 
tragic attempt to move the ark, but also the interest- 
ing story of the loss of the ark to the Philistines, its 
evil omen to them and their attempt to get rid of it, 
and its interesting intervening history. 

Then, too, how does it happen that Jerusalem has 
become the headquarters for Israel’s king? It was 
not so under Saul. It is also to be noted that between 
the two anointings of David which are conjoined in 
the printing of the lesson there lie the struggles of 
civil war, when Israel was following the house of 
Saul while Judah clung to David. One of the light 
places of the omitted record is not only the gratitude 
ef the men of Jabesh-gilead to Saul, even though he 
was dead, but also the beautiful spirit of David in 
commending them for it. Not the least of the com- 
mendable qualities of the new king was his constant 
refusal to reward those who sought to advance his in- 
terests by violence to his enemies, and not a little of 
this is revealed in the intervening events through which 
the lessons are brought together. 


HuntTIinopon, Pa. 
tf 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


IMustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of ee text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “ had 


Hlustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
wav desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Does It Honor the Lord?—The earth is the Lord’s, 
and the fulness thereof (Psa, 24:1). <A friend of 
mine, a very earnest church worker, was putting up 
a. sign “Oyster Supper, Friday night, for the benefit 
of the Presbyterian Church.” I protested and asked 
if she would be willing to erase the church’s name 
and substitute her own as the beneficiary. She most 
indignantly replied: “Certainly not! I have enough 
to live on, and do not need to resort to that.” Ghe did 
net realize that the Lord should not have to resort to 
that either, for the gold and silver are his, and the 
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cattle upon a thousand hills—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Sealed Orders Plus.—David enquired 
of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up... 
And the Lord said unto him, Go up 
(2 Sam. 2:1). One of our poets in 
speaking of our birth beautifully says, 
“Every soul leaves port under sealed or- 
ders. We cannot know whither we are 
going, or what we are to do, till the time 
comes for breaking the seal.” But I can 
tell you something more beautiful than 
this. Every regenerated soul sets out on 
its voyage with an invisible Captain on 
board, who knows the nature of our sealed 
orders from the outset, and who will 
shape our entire voyage accordingly if we 
will only let him—From A. J. Gordon in 
the Northfield Year Book for 1896, Sent 
by Miss H. J. McCay, Ballston Spa, 
N. Y. Prize illustration. 


As the Tribes Return.— Then came all 
the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron 
(5:1). “One of the Jewish farmers, a 
man over thirty years of age, had tears 
running down his cheeks as he registered. 
I asked him, ‘What is it?’ He said, ‘It is 
so wonderful, after all these years of hard 
work, I can hardly believe it. To be regis- 
tered as a citizen of this my own land, by 
a Jewish clerk in the government office 
that respects my religion, in my own 
Hebrew language to fill out the Hebrew 
blank, to discuss it in Hebrew, to be sworn 
in on the Hebrew Bible!’”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


The Ark of Today.—Jehovah hath 
blessed the house of Obed-edom (6: 12).- 
Look into an ancient home where God's 

resence was truly felt,—a home hal- 
owed by the ark of the covenant. For 
the three months in which it rested in the 
house of Obed-edom, were not the father 
and mother better able to meet the prob- 
lems of each day and the children to 
work and play as in God’s sight? Some 
one has said, “The family altar is the ark 
brought down to date.” Perhaps the chief 
reason for the absence of true worship 
in the home is that there are so few 
family altars—From “First Steps in 
Family Worship.” Sent by Dr. Charles 
W. Anderson, Charleston, Ark. 


Such a Load.—Jehovah hath blessed 
the house of Obed-edom, and all that per- 
taineth unto him (6:12). R. C. Chap- 
man once said to a friend, “I have such 
a load burdening me.” “I am so sorry,” 
the friend answered. “Yes,” said Mr. 
Chapman, “but wait till you hear what 
my burden is — ‘He daily loadeth me with 
benefits.” "—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Warsaw, N. Y. 


True Dancing.—David danced before 
Jehovah (6:14). We heard of a worldly 
lady who thought she would have a lit- 
tle fun at Mr. Hyde’s expense, so she 
asked, “Don’t you think a lady who dances 
can go to Heaven?” He looked at her 
with a smile and said, “I do not see how 
a lady can go to Heaven unless she 
dances.” Then he dwelt on the joy of 
sins forgiven, gently appealed to her as 
to whether she had experienced this joy, 
and begged her not to be satisfied until 
this wonderful experience would compel 
her to “dance for joy.”.—From “A Pres- 
ent-day Challenge to Prayer.” Sent by 
M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou art not only Father, 
but God, majestic, all powerful, infinite. 
We bow before thee in adoration and praise. 
Teach us deep lessons of reverence, we pray 
thee, as we seek to worship thee. May we 
learn to give time to worship, and not to 
praise thee by work alone. Give us humble 
minds, intent upon honoring thee by quiet 
trust in the midst of work. And as we have 
opportunity may we take our full share of 
responsibility in the service of thy church, 
rendering unto thée the praise of faithfulness 
fo every duty. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Sometimes you may 
have thought of the church as a place 
where you must go, though you may not 
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want to very much. But what a place 
our town would be without the church! 
Even worldly folks don’t like to make 
their home in a place where there is no 
church. They may not go, but they want 
to live where the church stands for some- 
thing in the neighborhood. And have you 
thought enough of the church, as a place 
where you go, not to be pleased, but 
to worship God? How much we need 
that quiet time with God’s people in God’s 
house! Let’s not avoid it. Let’s be there, 
praising God, thinking of him, bowing 
before him, letting him speak to us. 
What is the Golden Text? Yes, “We 
shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy 
house, thy holy temple.” May that be 


true of all of us! 
ORKING FOR 
Womare (;0D 
AM | DOING BOTH? 
IN HIS WAY? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“QO Worship the King.” 

“Christ Shall Have Dominion.” 
“The Exalted Christ.” 

“Hail! All Hail!” 

“Holy, Holy, Holy.” 

“Jehovah Sits Enthroned.” 

“All Hail the Power.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set t 
music, including also some other parts o 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“My Soul is Longing” (166 : 1-3). 
Psalm 84 : 1-12. 
“Ye Gates, Lift Your Heads” (49 : 1-3). 
Psalm 24 : 1-10. 
“God’s Own City” (174: 1-3). Psalm 87 : 1-7. 
“Hig Glorious Name Confess” (271: 1, 2). 
Psalm 134 : 1-3. 


“Teacher Training with the Master 
Teacher” is a series of studies of Christ 
in the act of teaching as a@ means of 
learning how to teach. The book is in- 
valuable for teachers’ supplementary 
study, and may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadel- 
phia, at $1, postage Io cents. 





For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EGIN with the twenty-seventh chap- 

ter of 1 Samuel, and read through 
the sixth chapter of 2 Samuel. We can- 
not give many of the details of the wan- 
derings and doings of David and his 
brave, daring men, or of the sad, closing 
years of Saul’s reign, The old enemies, 
the Philistines, came to war against Is- 
rael, and on account of Saul’s disobe- 
dience he lost the battle, and he and Jon- 
athan were both killed. David was not 
glad because his enemy was dead, even 
if it did mean that he would be king. 
He really mourned over Saul as well as 
Jonathan, and he wrote a sad, beautiful 
song about their death and about his love 
for Jonathan. 

David was a man by this time, and 
through his wild, adventurous life he had 
become a great warrior. God had brought 
him through many dangers, and so his 
faith in God had become strong and 
steady. He wrote a song of faith and 
victory, telling of God’s wonderful power 
and blessing — Psalm 18. 

After Saul’s death the people made 
David king. He chose Jerusalem for 
the capital of the kingdom, and it was 
called the “City of David.” He kept all 
his true, faithful men with him after 
he became king, and gave them places 
of honor in the kingdom, and they helped 
him overcome all the enemies of Israel. 

After David was settled in the king- 
dom, and had driven the Philistines out 
of the country, he wanted to bring the 
ark of God to Jerusalem. The class 
may need to be told what the ark was. 
Tell them it was a wooden box, covered 
over within and without with gold, with 
the likeness of two angels on the cover. 
This cover was called the mercy seat, 
because it was there that God promised 
to meet with his people. In the ark were 
two tables of stone, with the ten com- 
mandments written on them with the 
finger of God. The ark was God’s rest- 
ing place, but there was no image or like- 
ness of God about it. 

Perhaps the children will remember that 
the ark was taken in battle by the Phi- 
listines and carried to their land, where 
it caused them so much trouble that they 
sent it home in a new cart drawn by two 
oxen. It stayed a long time in the house 
of a man named Abinadab. 

David wanted the ark brought to Jeru- 
salem because he wanted God to be at 
the head of the kingdom. So he called 
the people together and told them his 
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purpose of bringing the ark to Jerusalem. 
A great joyful congregation gathered 
at Kirjath-jearin to move the ark. But 
David forgot to find out how God had 
told the Levites to carry the ark, and 
they put it on a new cart as the Philis- 
tines had done, and. one of the young 
men who drove the cart put his hand on 
it, and died. David was afraid to go 
any farther, so they left the ark in the 
house of a man named Obed-edom:. He 
must have received the ark with loving 
reverence, for God blessed Obed-edom 
and all that he had. 
After three months David tried it-again. 
He was very careful this time to find 
out God’s way and have it done exactly 
as God said. So four Levites took it up 
by the gold-covered rods that were in 
the golden rings on the sides of the ark, 
and let the rods rest on their shoulders, 
and joyfully marched to Jerusalem, where 
God’s presence brought great biessing and 
victory to the kingdom of David. The 
ark was placed in a tent which David 
had pitched for it. David and all the 
people were very happy. : 
Repeat with the class the last two 
verses of the Twenty-fourth Psalm. 
Curnton, S. C. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Right thing wrong way. 

Discussion: Show how a fellow can go 
to church the wrong way; give to the 
Lord the wrong way; read his Bible the 
wrong way; pray the wrong way, and 
so on. 

Objective: “Teach me thy way, O Lord, 
and lead me in a plain path, because of 
mine enemies” (Psa. 27: 11). 











AY, fellows, a boy living not far from 

my home made a fatal mistake last 
week, though he was trying to do a fine 
thing. Walking along the road, he no- 
ticed the storm had blown down a pole 
which supported the heavy copper wire 
carrying a power current. The broken 
wire lay across the middle of the road, 
and the boy, acting upon his good im- 
pulse to move it out of the way of traf- 
fic, seized it with his bare hands. He 
was instantly killed. It was very sad. 
And all the sadder because the boy was 
trying to do a commendable thing. But 
he went against an immutable physical 
law and there could be but one result. 

Uzzah must have been a good fellow. 
We must admire his watchful care that 
the ark of God should not he spilled on 
the ground when the oxen stumbled. He 
just reached forth his hand to hold it 
steady. Next instant poor Uzzah lay 
limp upon the ground, as dead as Hector 
at the chariot wheels of Achilles. Great 
consternation in the procession. King 
David marching at the head of it was 
told that something had happened back 
there at the ox-drawn wagon —the “new 
cart” bearing the ark. Something very 
mysterious and shocking. David was all 
upset wher he looked upon the prostrate 
form of Uzzah and understood what had 
happened. What did God mean by it? 

One thing certain, he could not risk 
taking the ark farther until he knew 
more clearly what he was doing. So they 
placed it in Obed-edom’s house there by 
the side of the road. I think David must 
have gone back to his library and re- 
freshed his memory on the old regula- 
tions for handling the ark. I suppose he 
was not entirely unfamiliar with them; 
but it had seemed so fine to put the ark 
on a brand-new cart, with a sleek pair 
of oxen to draw it. . 

The whole story smacks of Cain, who 
thought it not necessary to slay a lamb, 
but to bring some of his fine, fresh 
vegetables to offer for a sacrifice. One 
striking difference, however —and the 
vital thing!— David corrected his mis- 
take; Cain did not. When they came and 
told David that the three months’ sojourn 
of the ark in Obed-edom’s house had 
brought great prosperity to him and all 
his folks, David was ready for a new 
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Lesson for August 14 
a Samuel a: 1-43 §: 1-5; 6: 1-158; Psalm 2% 


trial. He went after the ark this time 
by the blue print. No new cart; no 
sleek oxen; no unlicensed handlers of the 
sacred box. 

But according to the Law of Moses, 
the Levites were to pick it up by the 
staves through the rings and bear it upon 
their shoulders. Cautiously they pro- 
ceeded, lest some particular be over- 
looked; and after they had gone a little 
way, they made a stop for worship and 
sacrifice and thanksgiving. Then David 
went before the ark into his city with 
great rejoicing, and the blessing of the 
Lord was upon him and upon the whole 
project. 

Now, fellows, here’s what I get out of 
it. It is not enough to aspire and to 
plunge in on a good work for the Lord; 
it is also vital that we do the Lord’s work 
in his appointed way. Otherwise we come 
to grief, and God is dishonored even in 
his own service. Sometimes in a purely 
Christian effort we seem to come to grief, 
and we wonder why. Stop right there 
and examine the record—examine in 
prayer. “Search me, O God, and know 
my heart: try me, and know my thoughts : 
and see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlasting” 
(Psa. 139: 23, 24). David’s prayer will 
bring us to know if we are on the wrong 
tack. Then, let's not like Cain, who per- 
sisted in his mistake, but like David, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
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overcome our pride and start afresh in 
the right way. 


Greensboro, N. C, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. What is worship? 
2 Why worship? 
3. How worship? 





HAT is worship? Do your girls: 
know? Have they anything definite 
in their minds when they hear announce- 
ments of “Divine worship,” or “Wor- 
ship programs”? If you will ask them 
you will probably find that they are think- 
ing of some solemn sort of entertainment, 
ordered for the benefit or pleasure of the 
listeners. The very word “program” 
carries with it some such sub-conscious 
idea, to most minds. F 
You will at once give your girls a 
glimpse into the real mind of David, as 
well as into their own hearts, if you can 
get them to see that worship is the soul 
seeking God — seeking conscious contact 
with God — and that the items in a wor- 
ship “program” are but the channels 
through which we usually seek this con- 
tact with Lim. 


2. If, through the hymns of praise or 
prayer, the spoken prayer, the listening 
to the Word, or the offering of self 
through gifts or service, we find one 
such moment, the whole hour of wor- 
ship glows into life for us and we are 
changed by it, as indeed we must be 
through any real contact with God. If 
we who plan the order of united wor- 
ship remember this and we who come 
to worship seek this, we shall more 
often truly find God through our hymns 
and prayers. ’ 

But help your girls to realize, too, 
that true worship brings joy to God him- 
self as well as to the worshiper. Did 
not our Lord himself say the Father 
seeks true worshipers, those who wor- 
ship “in spirit and in truth’? Does it 
not lift all worship above mere human 
activity to think that when we so seek 
God we are bringing him, the almighty 
Creator, joy; as well as being changed 
ourselves more and more into his like- 
ness? For do we not become like that 
which we consciously seek and come into 
real contact with? Are not these two 
reasons enough to make us long for wor- 
ship, too? 

3. In finding the answers to our first 
two questions we have also found the 
third —how to worship God. We have 
so much more knowledge of him to guide 
us since his Son has lived among us, 
worshiping with us, teaching us by ex- 
ample as well as by word how to give 
and get this supreme joy — the very high- 
est the soul can know here oh earth. 

But David, whose heart was just as 
hungry for this contact with God as yours 
or your girls’, did not know so well just 
how to worship Jehovah, or perhaps he 
failed to observe what he might have 
known (just how to handle the ark of 
the covenant), and so his first attempt at 
worship ended in a direct punishment 
from God, and the joy he sought became 
mourning, until he obeyed exactly the 
revealed will and way of God. 

Ask your girls to name the ways of 
worship made plain to us by the Word 
of God and the example of Jesus — the 
regular attendance at his house of wor- 
ship, on his day of worship, with his peo- 
ple in worship, through music cf worship, 
prayer, instruction from him, and offer- 
ing of self to him; unbroken communion 
with him through private prayer wherever 
one may be; adoration of his works and 
recognition of his goodness; and com- 
panionship with him in all manner of 
service. These were always present in 
our Lord’s life, and gave him constant 


joy. 
Home Study 
Read rapidly through Luke’s Gospel 
and note carefully Jesus’ habits of wor- 
ship as recorded there. ‘. 


Decatur, GA. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of August 7) 


1. Against God, and as always, it proved 
his own destruction. 


2. Personal. 


) 

3. Perhaps these years of wandering and 
adventure were needed to train the great 
soldier his country needed, and these years 
of waiting, to train his faith and patience, 
and teach him the blessedness of “waiting 
upon the Lord.” 


4- That God had here arranged the way for 
David to be rid of his enemy (1 Sam. 26: 8), 


5. That Abishai would be the slayer and 
not David. 


6. When he ordered Joab to vlace Uriah 
at the frout of the battle that he might be 
smitten (2 Sam. 11 : 15). 


7. Respect for human life and for the Lord’s 
anointed, and also freedom from a revenge- 
ful spirit. 

8. T cause he lived in a day when this was 
sanctioned and practiced. 


9. Joseph is an out;tanding example. 


10. There was the time when he found Saul 
sleeping in the cave at Engedi and cut off 
only the skirt of his robe—~—instead of his 
head. There was the time when he so hotly 
resented the killing of Ishbosheth, Saul’s sole 
remaining son (the only one between himself 
and his complete kingship), even as he had 
resented the reported murder of Saul himself, 
Note also his commendation of the men of 
Jabesh-Gilead, for their loyalty to the dead 
king, in rescuing his body from the Philis- 
tines. His sincere admiration for his arch- 
enemy, Abner, and his high praise of him 
at his death, himself following his bier, 
and his great kindness to Saul’s remaining 
grandson Mephibosheth, the last possible 
claimant for his throne, reveal this same fine 
magnanimity. 

11, Was not this one of the strongest rea- 
sons for the repeated statement of Scripture 
that David was greatly beloved by all around 
him? Note chapters 18, 19, 20, 27 (1 Sam.) 
besides others, for the names of those who 
are said to have loved David. 


12, Can you not see the sparkle in Abishai’s 
eyes as you read his words in verse 8? 


13. Evidently not. “Behold the king’s spear! 
and let one of the young men come over 
and fetch it” (v. 22). 


14. See 1 Chronicles 11 : 10-20. 
15s. See a2 Samuel 3 : 31-39. 
16, Christ who emphasized it and lived it. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





August 21. The Goodness and Power of God 
Revealed in Nature. Psa. 19: 1-6. 

August 28 Why Is Missionary Work Needed 
in a Christian Country? Isa. 55 : 1-7. 

September 4. The Use and Abuse of the 
Tongue. jae. 3 3 3 (Consecration 
meeting.) 

September 11. How Should I Spend God’s 
Portion of My Money? Mal. 3 : 8-12; 
2 Cor, 8: 1-5, 9. 


Sunday, August 14 


Modern Prejudices to Be Overcome 
(Acts 10: 34, 35) 





Mon.—Race prejudice (John 4:9). 
Fues.—Pride of position (Matt. 23 : 5-7). 
Wed.—Pride of wealth (Luke 12: 13-21). 
Thurs.—Pride of learning (John 9 : 24-34). 
Fri—Pride of ability (1 Cor. 1 : 18-24). 
Sat.—Pride of achievement (Dan. 4 : 28-33). 











What prejudices are revealed in your com- 
munity ? 


What effect have prejudices on the mind? 


Is it possible to be quite unprejudiced? 
Give reasons. 


A 0 Illustrator tells of a professedly 
Christian woman in fashionable life 
who desired to help her neighbors re- 
ligiously. She used to go visit the poor 
people and invite them to church. She 
was not very successful, but one day a 
woman, who was. the mother of a large 
family, promised to come to church the 
next Sunday. 

The woman kept her word and appeared 
at the church door clad in clean but old- 
fashioned garments. As she entered she 
met the fashionable lady in her silks and 
jewels. The lady smiled and nodded 
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pleasantly and passed on. No handshake, 
no word of encouragement or introduc- 
tion to the pastor or deacons. No thought 
of inviting her to her own pew. 

The poor woman was left standing for 
a while and then was escorted to a back 
seat in the gallery. She sat down with a 
crimson face and eyes full of tears, not 
to be blessed by the sermon, but to brood 
over the slight because she was not bet- 
ter dressed, She never entered the church 
again. 

we we 

Perhaps some of us have seen such an 
example of prejudice. Perhaps some of 
us have even been guilty of treating 
some one else in a similar manner. We 
all know how easy it is to slip into some 
form of prejudice against others and we 
need to be reminded again and again of 
some of its subtle forms so that we can 
check up our €hristian walk and be on 
our guard against this trap of the enemy, 

The Lord Jesus spoke against the 
Pharisees who loved the chief seats in 
the synagogue and: the uppermost rooms 
at feasts, and who loved to display their 
piety in public (Matt. 23:5-7). Today 
we sometimes see those who are proud 
of their standing in the church and who 
look down upon those who do not give 
so much, or who do not hold office. 

The Lord Jesus warned against pride 
of wealth when he spoke the par- 
able of the rich fool (Luke 12: 16-21). 
Some of us today know those who have 
permitted money. to harden their hearts 
toward their fellow men and to treat them 
contemptuously. 


We may even become proud of our in- 
tellect, of our ability to do things, or of 
some special gifts that God has given us, 
We may permit such things so to warp 
our perspective that we look upon our 
fellow men as inferior. It is possible 
too, for such an attitude of an individual 
to spread to a community or to a whole 
nation, as did the “kultur” of Germany, 
which so blinded the German nation to 
their true place in the world that they 
imagined they were a superior race des- 
tined to rule the earth. 


ye 

The Bible tells us what are the roots 
from which such prejudices of wealth, 
race, of position, of accomplishment grow. 
They are found deep in the human heart 
and the Bible calls them selfishness and 
pride. “Only by pride cometh contention” 
(Prov. 13:19). And the Word also tells 
us that pride hardens the mind (Dan. 
§:20); that it deceives (Obad. 3); that 
it goeth before a fall (Prov. 16:18; Jer, 
50:32). Paul puts the proud in a very 
disreputable company in Romans 1: 30 
when he mentions them with backbiters, 
haters of God, despiteful, boasters, in- 
ventors of evil things, disobedient to pare 
ents, and the like. 


What then is the remedy and the pré- 
ventive against prejudice and pride? It 
is the only remedy that God has ever 
given man for any kind of sin, the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself. The shed blood 
of Christ is the only thing that can wash 
us from the guilt of our past pride and 
prejudice, and the indwelling Christ is our 
only hope of being kept from prejudice 
and pride in the future, for even Chris- 
tians may fall into the trap of prej- 
udice and godly men and women have 
been known to take pride in their very 
godliness. 

Read once again in Galatians 5: 22,23 the 
ninefold fruit of the Holy Spirit. Among 
the characteristics mentioned are gentle- 
ness, longsuffering, aiid meekness. Never 
can we be free from pride and prejudice 
by merely seeing the evil of it or making 
up our minds that we will not be prej- 
udiced. Never can we love our neigh- 
bors as ourselves, which after all is the 
very opposite of prejudice, merely by de- 
termining to do so. It requires more 
than our own will and determination. It 
is a miracle that can be wrought only 
by God through the Holy Spirit, as he 
forms in us the Lord Jesus Christ (Gal. 
4:19), and changes these naturally un- 
loving, prejudiced, proud, and hateful 
hearts 6f ours into hearts filled with the 
very love of Christ. 





Shall we not then ‘do the thing that he 
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asks of us, vield ourselves unto God, as 
those that are alive from the dead (Rom. 
6:13), that sin may no more reign in 
us but that all these roots of sin, pride 
and prejudice and ill-will and unlove, 
may be plowed up and destroyed by the 
only One who is able to deal with them? 


Am I willing to let God show me what 
prejudice exists in my mind? 


Am I willing to have the life that is Christ 
instead? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Children at Home 








The Runaway Ballon 
By Lorraine Maynard 


‘Le blue balloon tugged and pulled 
on his string. How he wanted to 
sail off, all by himself, up into the sky! 
He yanked and twisted in the wind, but 
one end of the string was tied tightly 
around him, and tlie other end was knot- 
ted about the wrist of a small, smiiey- 
faced girl calied “Dafinny,” — that’s the 
way it sounded. Every few minutes her 
father would say, “We're almost to the 
Fair now, Dafinny. Don’t scuff. I'll 
carry you if you're tired, but —” 

“'M not tired!” Dafinny would de- 
clare. “’N I want to show everybody 
my b’loo b’lloon!” 

But she did scuff. The dust swirled 
up from under her sandals, and the blue 
balloon dodged and strained even harder 
to get away. If only he might float 
up higher than Dafinny could reach, 
higher than Dafinny’s father’s straw 
hat, higher than the treetops, higher than 
the church steeple at the Fair! For he 
was a proud blue balloon and he wanted 
everybody to see him, just as Dafinny was 
a proud little girl and wanted everybody 
to see her with her blue balloon. 

Snap, crack, went the string again in 
a sudden gust. of wind. The balloon 
bobbed this way and that, stretching as 
far as he could, but the string held him 
fast, until, “Ooh, there’s the flags, at the 
Fair!” Dafinny shouted, and clapped her 
hands. As she put up her wrist the noose 
of string slipped off —zip! Up, up, like 
a streak shot the blue balloon! e felt 
giddy and light-headed, lighter than air! 

Past Dafinny’s father’s straw hat, past 
the treetops, past the church steeple! How 
swiftly he rose, his string fluttering be- 
hind, like a silver streamer, Good-by! 
Good-by, it seemed to wave to the two 
white spots below, looking up. They were 
the faces of Dafinny and her father. 

The blue balloon whirled on, dancing 
and prancing for sheer glee. How -good 
it felt to rush through the air! This was 
jollier than being taken to walk, tied to 
a little girl’s wrist! 

Soon. he came to a wisp of a cloud, but 
he burst right through and looked down 
between its torn edges at the tiny white 
box below (which was the church), and 
the dots of red and yellow (which were 
the Fair flags), and the black and white 
specks walking around (which were dhe 
people). The blue balloon only tossed 
his head and shook with merriment as 
he flitted on. ; 

But after a while the wind carried him 
more slowly. It turned him back in the 
direction from which he had come, and, 
though he pushed and shoved until his 
sides quivered, he could not press for- 
ward against the wind. It tossed him 
roughly around, or pressed him down, 
whenever he tried to climb higher. This 
made the blue balloon get all out of 
breath, being bumped and bullied and 
pommeled. And, of course, as his breath 
gave out, he began sinking lower and 
lower, 

The wind wafted him nearer and nearer 
the earth, and the blue balloon floated 
angrily with it, for he felt too flabby to 
resist. All at once a terrific noise filled 
the sky. It came pounding closer and 
louder until, with a deafening roar, an 
airplane whizzed past. The blue balloon 
shrank aside, all atremble. White puffs 
of smoke poured from the airplane, trail- 
ing loosely across the turquoise sky in 
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the. form of letters. And the letters 
drifted bigger and shaggier toward the 
blue balloon until they seemed to smother 
- I‘or the letters read, “Come to the 
‘air. 

The blue bajloon quaked in his rubber 
skin. He wondered if Dafinny had sent 
him a special message. He wondered if 
Dafinny had cried, perhaps, when he went 
sailing off. After all, there was nobody 
nice to play with in the sky—only the 
rude wind, and a noisy, spelling airplane! 
Nobody up here wanted you enough to 
tie you with a string. 

Panting, gasping, down past the steeple, 
down past the treetops, sank the tired 
blue balloon. It was fortunate that he 
had been blown directly back over the 
Fair grounds, by now. With one fast, 
hollow sigh he collapsed, flat, in the road. 

“But I loved him anyhow!” he heard 
a little girl wail, and scuffs of dust spread 
over him, “I don’t care if nobody else 
sees himt I want to play with him all 
by myself!” 

“There, there, Dafinny, I'll buy you 
another, at the Fair —” 
“No, no!” sobbed the little girl’s voice. 
“T want my own b’loo b'lloon that ran 
away!” 

Dafinny’s father sighed, “Well, don’t 





scuff !’’ and, reaching down with his hand- 
kerchief, he started to wipe off her san- 
dals. “What’s this?” he exclaimed, pick- 
ing something up out of the road. He 
dusted it off and put it to his lips. . Then 
he blew and puffed and wheezed until 
the something’s insides were rounded full 
of air, — until the little blue balloon lifted 
his shamefaced head again! 

“Oh! Oh!” squealed Dafinny. “How 
did you ever find him? Tie the string 
tightly this time, please, Daddy.” 

So her father twisted the string where 
the wind had loosened it around the blue 
balloon, and knotted the other end about 
Dafimny’s wrist. And the blue balloon, 
his worries all smoothed out, started 
bouncing along like a ball. He nodded 
and. jumped at Dafinny, in a playful, con- 
tented manner, 

“Why doesn’t he fly up in the air again, 
Daddy ?” . 

“It's because he’s only full of air him- 
self now, Dafinny,” replied her father, 


smiling. “It takes gas to make a balloon 
go up, for gas is lighter than air, you 
know.” 


Which was perfectly true, but the lit- 
tie blue balloon had a better reason than 
that. He didn’t want to run away again! 

New Yorx City. 
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Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


I would like to know just what are the 
duties of a Primary superintendent. Should 
she teach a class? 

} X~- business of a superintendent, Pri- 

- mary or otherwise, is to superintend 
or oversee, to plan the work, then to see 
that the plans are worked. If she does 
this, she will have no time to teach a 
class. Of course if the department is 
small, only two or three classes, it may 
be necessary and possible for one per- 
son successfully to fill both offices, that 
ef teacher as well as superintendent. A 
superintendent is expected to be an ex- 
ecutive. The business of an executive is 
to organize, to deputise, to supervise. 

Can you tell me where I may find suitable 
songs for use in the Cradle Roll class? [I 
want something quite simple, as the babies 
cannot carry the songs used by the Pri- 
mary children, 

N HER book, “Cradle Rofl Lessons,” 

Mrs. Louise M. Oglevee (Standard 
Publishing Cos, Cincinnati, $1.50) gives 
a number of splendid songs for this 
class. These songs have all been tried 
out and are within the understanding of 
the average three-year-old child. There 
is an opening song, a closmg hymn, sev- 
eral for the different seasons, and other 
praise hymns. “Songs for the Pre- 
School Age,” by Aurora Medford Shu- 
mate (The Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, 
Tenn., 50 cents), is a collection of fifty- 
two songs appropriate for very small 
children. The words are within the ex- 
perience and understanding of children 
under six years of age. They are sweet 
and singable, 


Will you suggest some practical plan 
whereby boys and girls in our Junior De- 
partment will be induced to take more ine 
terest in our missionary work? 


HE big thing is so to present the 

subject of missions that Juniors will 
become interested. Have some definite 
project, a person whom you are helping, 
a country you may study, an institution 
you may aid. One-Junior Department is 
happy because it has undertaken the sup- 
port of a boy in an orphans’ home. A 
picture of “their” boy hangs on the wall, 
letters are sent him and replies read with 
eagerness, his temporal wants are looked 
after, and holidays remembered. Another 
group of Juniors has two great projects 
each vear, a home mission one and a 
foreign one. For six months the field 
is studied, anc special help-rendered. Then 





the. other work is brought to the front, 
and for six months the boys and girls 
make this their special study. Be sure 
to provide some means whereby prac- 
tical aid may be given the field about 
which you are interested. There are 
so many things Juniors may do to help. 
It will require careful thought and much 
prayer, but with planning there should 
be no further difficulty about having the 
boys and girls interested. 


How can I plan the missionary program 
in my Primary Department so that there is 
something definite to do each: month? 


D° YOU refer to the program, or ex- 
pressional activity? Some schools 
have their own program, following a 
course of study in one or two countries 
for an entire year. Gifts are sent to 
stations on these fields, and every depart- 
ment has a definite place on the program 
of instruction and of giving. The school 
or department that has a pick-up mis- 
sionary program of stories or songs, with 
a “collection” each month, does not get 
very far with missionary instruction or 
enthusiasm, 

I like the plan of the Reformed Church 
in the United States, A booklet is printed 
each year giving a definite program of 
missionary instruction for the Children’s 
Division, This states the object of each 
prograrh, and the aim, Suggested songs 
are listed, also stories to tell. There is a 
prayer in outline which the superintendent 
may use, and a brief talk is prepared. 
In addition, a list of practical work to be 
done each month offers much help to the 
inexperienced superintendent. Address 
the Publication and Sunday School Board 
of the Reformed Church in the United 
States, Fifteenth and Race Streets, Phila- 
delphia, for a copy. It is free. 





- It has not been practical for me to hold 
monthly birthday parties for the members 
of our Cradle Roll. Would it be advisable 
to unite with the Beginners in their monthly 
party? 

HERE is a school in Illinois where 

all members of the Children’s Divi- 
sion have a big birthday party once a 
Quarter. Members of the Home Depart- 
ment are also invited to this party. It 
means that, with a number of people in- 
terested, the work of preparing the party 
does not fall too heavily on any one per- 
son. The first Quarter it is the Cradle 
Roll people who act as chairmen for the 
various Committees necessary to care for 
the decorations, program, refreshments, 
transportation, and the like. Next the 
Beginners take charge, with, of course, 
the others all helping; then the Primary 
workers have their turn, and last- the 
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Junior teachers. Each department is ex- 
pected to furnish its Own souvenirs, and 
to plan suitable games for its group. 
There is one big birthday cake, with a 
candle for each birthday child. These 
are of different colors, each department 
selecting its own. This plan has .worked 
out most satisfactorily. It unites the 
whole division, and the teachers efijoy 
working together. The Home Depart- 
ment members are pleased at being in- 
vited to share the party, and it has cre- 
ated a feeling that “this is owr school,” 
which is felt throughout the entire school. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell _ 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday Sch 
Association : 


Do you believe in giving prizes as an in- 
ducement for a perfect report of lesson 
study? I would like to get more definite 
results, and I have been wondering if offering 
some inducement would be practical. I have 
a large Home Department, : . 


| WAS present at a service this year, 
in Philadelphia, where during the 
Mother’s Day service, the Home Depart- 
ment gave their yearly recognition. of 
perfect lesson study. The members re- 
ceived the pins and bars of the Cross and 
Crown system and they seemed very proud - 
and happy to receive them. If the Sun- 
day-school gives this reward to the mém- 
bers of other departments, it would seem 
only proper that the Home Department 
should be entitled to them, too. 

One school gave books at the Sunday- 
school anniversary. In another church I 
saw beautiful New Testaments, Psalms, 
and Bibles given as rewards for perfect 
reports. 

After all, we -are all just grown-up 
children, and often the older people ap- 
preciate such remembrances even more 
than the children. We print in our church 
paper once a year an honor list of those 
who have a perfect report for the year. 
I know of one lady, a grandmother, who 
was very unhappy because her name had 
failed to appear, as she had had a per- 
fect report for a great many years. 





I have been pastor in this field for nearly 
a year, and I should like to know of what— 
value is a Home Department to a pastor. We 
have such a department but it does not seem 
to me to amount to much. I am not so sure 
but it does some harm, for I believe that 
it keeps some lazy ones from attending the 
Sunday-school. They glibly tell me, “We be- 
long to the Home Department.” I was told 
that you knew all about this work and I 
should like to know what you get out of it. 


OUR denomination has a small book- 

let that describes very clearly. the- or- 
ganization, activities, and some of the 
results of the Home Department. If the 
department is carried out as there de- 
scribed, I think you would find it-a most 
valuable aid in all your work. One de- 
partment in Philadelphia has nearly a 
thousand members and over forty Vis- 
itors, and it is considered by the pastor 
of. that church as one of the most. im- 
portant organizations in his Sunday- 
school. The pastor of our own-church 
is of the same opinion. with reference 
to our department. : 

‘Study your denomination booklet or 
read my book, “The Home Department” 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 60 
cents), which your bookstore can fur- 
nish you, then reorganize your depart- 
ment along these lines and I am confi- 
dent that you will change your opinion 
about the value of this work. 

In our effort for new members this year, 
I was frequently asked, “What does it cost 
to be a member?” After discussing it ‘sev- 
eral times, I took it upon tiiyself to say, 
“One dollar a year, unless you care to give 
more, If you went to Sunday-school,’ you 
very likely would give more, as this is less 
than two cents a Sunday.” I have fourteen 
mew members in my district ‘and no one 
gives less than twenty-five cents a Quarter, 
and most of them very much more. The 
result is that I have a splendid financial 
réport as’ well as a good lesson report. At 
the last business meeting, some one asked 
why my members contributed so. much bet- 
ter than the other districts. I told them my 
little secret and it created a heated debate. 
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Lesson for August 14 
2 Samuel 2: 1-4; 5: 1-5; 6: 1-18; Psalm 24 


I was told I had no right to make a stated 
amount the minimum of a contribution. I 
still insist that it cheapens the work to say 
that it costs nothing and that contribution 
is entirely voluntary. How could we carry 
on the Sunday-school if we used the same 
method for the other departments? No one 
in our church is too poor to pay two cents 
a Sunday. Then why was it wrong for me 
to ask it? 


HE question of offering in the Home 
Department has often been discussed, 
but your question is different. .I am 
afraid that you did overstep a bit in stat- 


ing a certain amount, as our work does 


not have a fixed price. You might have 
said properly what you did except “one 
dollar a year,” which creates the feeling 
of dues instead of voluntary contribu- 
tion. Personally I have always advo- 
cated that the Home Department mem- 
bers should’ be treated like the members 
of any other department and be expected 
to share in the spiritual, social, and finan- 
cial work of the school. Twenty-five 
cents a Quarter is little enough, and most 
of our members could give that and more, 
but the giving of it must never be made 
a part of the condition for membership. 
It must remain voluntary. 





At the recent conference I was given a dis- 
trict in our county organization in the in- 
terest of Home Department work. There are 
fifteen schools in this group, six of which 
have Home Departments. My main duty 
is to present the work in other schools. I 
have done some public speaking, but never 
any organization work. I do know there 
are right and wrong ways to go about things 
and I believe you know the right way. Will 
you kindly help me. 

HE best way is to seek out some 

active Sunday-school worker in the 
church you wish to reach and get that 
person interested, before you approach 
the superintendent or pastor. You will 
then have a friend at court and the task 
will be made much easier if that person 
can make the plans for you. Having 
secured the opportunity, prepare your 
material carefully so that you will not 
overstep the time. Show what the de- 
partment can do for the Sunday-school 
and church, use some pointed statistics, 
and close with some hunian interest story. 
If at all possible, leave some time for 
questions at the close. The regular 
teachers’-meeting is the best time to pre- 
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Advertising Rates 


90 cents per line, $22.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions: are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.73 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by ‘spe- 
cial request. - 

The Sunday School Times Ce., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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sent the work, but many a school has 
been! stirred to action when the appeal 
was made to the whole school. On one 
such occasion, I recall that invitation 
leaflets to join were given to every 
scholar to take home, with the request 
that they see how many could come back 
the following Sunday with names for 
the new Home Department. We were 
told by the superintendent later that forty- 
three names were returned and the Home 
Department had an auspicious beginning 
in that Sunday-school. 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
iation 

We notice that our textbook includes 
four subjects, the Bible, the Sunday-school, 
the Pupil, and the Teacher. Some members 
of the class think the study should begin 
with the “Pupil.” Is it necessary that the 
subjects be studied in the order named in 
the book? 


je large majority of classes like the 
_# order given in the textbook because 
it gives them Bible study first. That 
seems to be the point of contact. They 
all know something about the Bible and 
are eager for more knowledge of the 
Word. But the subjects may be taken in 
any order. : 


Books and Charts for the 
Current Lessons 


“ NALYTICAL Outlines of the Old Testa- 

ment” ($1.25, postage 10 cents), by Mar- 
garetta M. Haig, will be helpful during the 
entire six months’ series of International Uni- 
form Lessons on Early Kings and Prophets 
of Israel. It has been designed “to supply 
the need of large bers of ientious, 








devoted, faithful students and teachers, whose 
limited opportunities and time forbid the more 
thorough research necessary in teaching the 
Old Testament.” By a series of simple, con- 

i ise yet comprehensive outlines, 





particularly valuable feature is the following 
through of the black thread of ruin, the 
scarlet thread of redemption, and the golden 


thread of regeneration. By a series of charts . 


(including a particularly valuable one on 
the Divided Kingdom), maps, analyses of the 
Bible books, outlines of Bible periods, and 
inclusion of dates at all points, the histori- , 
cal and geographical aspects of the study 


signed to be useful for teacher-training 
classes. Consisting of only about one hun- 
dred and fifty pages, it is a hand-book that 
has gathered the largest amount of material 
in a limited compass. 

Byington’s pocket “Chart of Jewish Na- 
tional History” (25 cents, postage 2 cents; 
$2.50 a dozen, postage 20 cents) will prove a 
particularly handy tool in giving a compre- 
hensive view of the history of the period, and 
many teachers will find it worth while to 
furnish each pupil with an individual copy. 
The chart, bound in durable covers, consists 
of but a single sheet, in colors, but on this 
single sheet are given the principal dates, a | 
realistic line beginning with Abraham, and | 
showing the history and wanderings of the | 
chosen people up to the time of Paul, kings | 
and leaders in every period, historical place | 
of the books of the Bible, and peoples that | 
conquered Israel and Judah. 


Particularly valuable for the seven lenges | 
in the life of David is “The Many-Sided Da- | 
vid,” by Philip E. Howard ($1.15, postage 10 | 
cents), a beautiful volume of 145 pages, on 
thin paper and in handy pocket size, espe- | 
cially designed for class study as well as per- | 
sonal devotional use. | 


“Men Who Dared,” by Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, contains eightgen studies of Old. 
Testament characters that will prove espe-| 
cially appealing and inspiring to boys and | 
young men. Included are chapters on David, | 
Jonathan, Solomon, Elijah, and _ Elisha. | 
Teachers’ edition, cloth 9@ cents, paper 65) 
cents, postage 7 cents. Students’ edition, 15 | 
cents, $1.50 per dozen, postage 1@ percent ad-— 
ditional. j 

In connection with the lessons on the! 
prophets real help can be had from “What 
Do the Prophets Say?” ($1.25, postage 16 
cents) by Dr. C. I. Scofield; and “The King- 
dom in History and Prophecy” ($1, postage 
1@ cents), by Lewis Sperry Chafer. 

All these books may be ordered from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1631 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphis . 








tive, 
it gives all the essentials for such study. A | 


are thoroughly covered. The book is de- | 
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What to Teach and 


among young people. 


OUR AIM 
PREPARING THE ADDRESS 
BEST FORM OF ADDRESS 


CONTENTS 





EXAMPLES OF STORY TELLING 


THE ART OF ILLUSTRATION 


TEACHING BY PARABLES 
AND PROVERBS 


How to Reach the Young 
By GEORGE GOODMAN 
A practical and spiritual handbook for all workers 


WITH 117 SUGGESTIVE OUTLINES FOR SCRIPTURE ADDRESSES 
256 pages; only: $1.25, postage 10 cents 


Adventures With the Bible in Brazil 





By F. C. GLASS 


A thrilling account of pioneering in the work of Bible distribution 


in the interior of Brazil,An unusual book of missionary travel, affording 
a vivid picture of this evangelist-colporteur’s explorations among heathen 


tribes. 


PLEASE SEND ORDERS TO 


A missionary epic that will interest and inspire young people. 
Profusely illustrated. 220 pages; $1.50, postage 12 cents. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO.,1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 











Ww 





J 
A) 


KZA 









WS WGA WANG 


Ww 






TROON AOA 
















a plan! 


coupon— 


(Cigmomon 


BUR 


Why not take 
that Mediterranean and 


Holy Land Tour? 
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—yes, and across Europe, too? 
The Tour for which a Sunday School 


Times’ Party is being formed. 


The Tour of which Mr. James Boring 


is the Director, as described 
issue on page 460. 


The expense ?. 


in this 


Before you lose any time in wondering 
how you can manage that, won’t you 
just use this coupon in asking how you 


can go 


Without money cost to yourself ? 
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4 a 1031 Watnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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fill H Dear. Friends: Id be glad to know all 
cut out, out, s about your Sunday School Times: Free Tour 
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. Name....00008 
; 
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Madeira 
Gibraltar 
Algiers 
Tunis 
Malta 
Athens 


Constantinople 


Holy Land 
Egypt 

Italy | 
The Riviera 
You can see 
them all on 
one trip 


ITH The Sunday School Times 

party on James Boring’s Annual 
Cruise to the Mediterranean and Holy 
Land you can visit the lands you have 
always dreamed about—and have all the 
comforts you would have at home. Like 
Bertie L. Tompkins of Lynchburg, Vir- 
ginia you too will be amazed at the mar- 
vels you will see. Miss Tompkins writes: 


** Ever since my return from that 
wonderful voyage to the Medit- 
erranean, Holy Land,and Europe 
I have wanted to tell you just 
how thoroughly I enjoyed it and 
how marvelous it seems to have 
traveled so far and to have seen 
so much in just sixty days. The 
more I think and talk about the 
trip the more! want to go again.’’ 


On February 8, 1928, you can be 
one of the happy family of travelers who 
sets sail from New York for the trip of a 
lifetime. An entire ship has been chart- 
ered, the swift, new S.S. Doric of the 
White Star Line, and it will be filled 
with congenial companions. One fee (as 
low as $690) will pay all expenses. 


Our itinerary is most comprehensive. 


2 It re- 
* quires 62 days and includes 


adeira ; Gibraltar; 


. iras, Spain; A ; Tunis and Carthage; 
5 Adbenns newt e; Bei sya 
eleven days in Palestine and Egypt; Syracuse, 


Sicily; five days in Naples and Rome; the 
French Riviera ; and an opportunity to stop over 
in Europe to visit London and Paris. 
SEND THE COUPON TODAY and get fall 
¢ | particulars. See how easy it is to make the trip of a 
lifetime. The first step is to send the coupon now. 


Pesseeeesus eee eeeeeeusseesee 


® The Sunday School Times Company 

* 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
: I am interested in the 1928 Sunday 
g School Times Tour to the Mediterranean, 
@and Holy Land. Please ask Mr. Boring 


to send me full particulars. 
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‘there were 8,868 Bible study groups in 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer Leagué 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His.”’ Its leafiets are 
published in the Lord for prayérful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's guidance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor af 1 he Sunday School 7 imes, 


“Disillusioned”’ 

HE National Council of the Y. M. 
C. A. has made a manly admission: 
The occasion was in its decision to join 
in the world-wide nineteen-hundredth an- 
niversary celebration (1927 to 1930) of 
Christ’s three years’ public muistry. 
Here (in its February Home Work Bul- 
letin) is what is said (italics ours) : 

“When we celebrated the nineteenth 
centennial of His birth we had high hopes 
for the world. Within fourteen years 
and since we suffered -bitter disappoint- 
ment and disillusionment, The world had 
not achieved enough spiritual power to 
sanctify its amazing conquest of mate- 
rial things. May we not start again with 
the centenary of Jesus’ ministry — start 
with three years of inventory and rein- 
forcement of our spiritual resources ?” 

And again this admission in its April 
Bulletin: “It is by no means sure that 
we have made any real discoveries about 
the Master in these years of turbulence, 
war, and social reaction.” Possibly not, 
but perhaps the real discovery consists in 
discovering that no “real discoveies” about 
Christ have been made. And if so, is not 
the way thereby being prepared for the 
Association’s return to Christ, and there- 
fore to its old days of spiritual conquest 
and power? The prodigal came to him- 
self before he was ready to come home. 
Not the Y. M. C. A. alone, but we all, 
like sheep, “have gone astray.’ Let us 
not condemn; let us pray! (See Mon- 
day’s Prayer Suggestions.) 


August 8 to 14 


Mon.—2 Samuel 6 : 1-11. 
The Cultivation of Revereiite. 
God’s judgments are according to light. 
Uzzah as a well instructed Levite suffered 
death for his breach of the law (see 
Num. 4:14, 15). God’s purpose herein 
was “to inspire awe of his majesty, sub- 
mission to his law, and profound ven- 


his worship.” We do well to heed, 
Prayer Succestions: During 10926 


the Y. M. C. A, in the United States and 
Canada, with an aggregate enrollment of 
212,652. far greater number than a 
third of a century ago; but alas, largely 
“modernized”! How glorious if the 
whole Association were te come back to 
its old evangelical faith! “Pray witH- 
OUT CEASING.” 
Tues.—2 Samuel 6 ¢ 12-19. 

David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem. 

The ark of God, “at which the name, 
even the name of the Lord of hosts, -was 
called-upon” > thus reads a marginal note 
to verse 2 in a Bible before the writer. 
This, as well as the apparent removal of 
God’s displeasure, helps to account for 
David’s great joy. The ark’s presence 
betokened God’s presence. 

_Prayer ‘Succestions: Shall we not 
pray also for the Y. W. C. A., where 
if anything the need of prayer ts still 
greater if this once splendid movement is 
not to be wholly captured by the enemy? 
Modernism has made fearful inroads. 
And we fear it is also making inroads 
in other movements by women, notably 
the W.C. T. U. Cease not to plead with 
Goda. 

Wed.—Deuteronomy 6 : 1-9. 
Piety in the Home. 

Again and again during recent years 
this passage has been one of our daily 
readings. Think what it would mean to 





fully maintained in every Christian pome, 
and if around every altar verses 4 to 9 
were to be prayerfully read at least once 
each year; and were on the wall as well, 
as a daily reminder! 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Another noon- 
day meeting has been started in a great: 
midwest city (not Chicago), “to pray for 
all saints, all men, all things; prayer and 
song, I2 to 12.35, then a ten-minute mes- 
sage from the Word; speakers announced 
a week in advance; ladies’ prayer groups 
every afternoon.” . Pray that similar 
meetings may be widely begun. 
Thurs.—1 Chronicles 15 ; 1-3, 11-15. 
Religious Decorum. 

God is quickly and easily found of 
those who do not intentionally or deliber- 
ately reject ‘him. Deliberately to reject 
heavenly light is to plunge deliberately 
into eternal night. It is soul suicide. 
Whole-hearted seeking means heart-find- 
ing rest. See verse 15. 
Prayer Suacestions: Last week we 
told of an Illinois correspondent who had 
distributed 1,290 copies of John’s Gospel. 
It came about through the suggestion of 
another. If one reader in every three of 
this paber could, or would, each one do as 
well, without overlapping, every reading 
citizen of America would be supplicd with 
a copy. Isn't God able, in answer to 
prayer? 
Fri—Jeremiah 3 : 11-18. 

God Enthroned Among the Nations. 

God’s elect can never be lost. Israel, 
God’s elect nation, though woefully far 
from him, is even yet nationally to be 
saved (Rom. 11:26). God is “married” 
as it were.to his elect, whether individual 
or nation, whether obedient or backsiid- 
den; and “what God hath joined to- 
gether” he will not put asunder. Mar- 
riage, with God, is a disannullable life 
contract. 

Prayer Succestions: Do not mistake 
the foregoing as a license to sin. To make 
this sad mistake is an evidence of an un- 
regenerate state. Watch and pray against 
every subile suggestion of the adversary. 
It might be well to remind ourselves oc- 
casionally of Peter's. always timely ex- 
hortation in 2 Peter I:10-12, 

Sat.—Psalm 24 : 1-10. 
Jehovah Entering His Sanctuary. 

“No-one is worthy but the Lamb” 
(Scofield) to “ascend into the hill of the 
Lord.” Only those who through faith 
are clothed with his righteousness “shall 
receive” his blessing. Saints sometimes 
say, “I rejoice that I am found worthy” 
for this or.that. Dear one, you are not 
“found worthy.” Yours is an imputed 
worthiness. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
many summer union services being held 
this month, Many a church has had its 
testimony sadly impaired through giving 
up its own services and uniting during 
the summer with other churches less evan- 
aclical. Jsw’t it better not to give “a 
little leaven” a chance to start? 
Sun.—Psalm 84 : 1-10. 

Worship in God’s House. 

The key verse of the Psalm is verse 2. 
Except for the experience here revealed, 





(Lesson for August 14) JULY 30, 1927 


no other expression in the Psalm could 
be sincerely madé. For example, who 
from the heart could say, “How amiable 
are thy tabernacles,” except with the heart 
he had first “fainted” for those taber- 
nacles?) Do we, you and I, thus long 
“for the courts of the Lord”? 

Prayer Succestions: As this para- 
graph is being written, the writer has in 
mind many a one in our Sunday School 
Times circle who has said, “Pray for me.” 
You may be one of these; but anyhow, 


remember that He has you ALWAYS in _ 


mind. He never forgets, never grows 
weary, never turns away. Let us praise 
him for his never-failing faithfulness. 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
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Mythical? Parabolical? Historical ? 
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SERVICE FRESS - 489 ST. PAUL WEST 
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AWhole Year for $1.00! 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it ! Marion igouuiate said: “There is 
no other I like as well.’’ swnple copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 
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BRONZE Inilcts 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), S56 W. 27th St.. New York City. 
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package FREE. 30 Days Credit, Carrying Charges Prepaid. 


CLIP OR COPY AND MAIL NOW 


$25.00 to $50.00 
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Made of the finest Lyn-Kloth Crepe Paper. 
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Initial Tea Napkins packed three dozen 
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America if family worship were faith- 
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